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Greetings Sir Knights, 

 I am humbled and deeply honored to be your new Grand 

Commander. I will do my best to be worthy of the trust placed in me. My 

motto for this Templar Year is the first verse of Psalm 115 and appears on 

our Grand Standard as this text from the Vulgate (where it is Psalm 113): 

Non nobis, Domine, non nobis, sed nomini tuo da gloriam 

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to your Name give glory 

 This reminds us that it is not about me or you, or even us as a 

Grand Commandery, but about Him under whose banner we have 

enlisted, the great Captain of our salvation, King of kings and Lord of 

lords, Christ Jesus.  Ultimately, all that we do should be for His honor and 

glory. In this new Templar year, do all that you do for the Glory of God. 

 As I write this, Notre Dame is burning. That magnificent edifice 

was built at the time of the Templars by the skilled hands of operative 

Masons for the Glory of God.  I am reminded that God is eternal but the 

works of man are fleeting, even when they honor our Lord. The Temple 

at Jerusalem did not survive either, for twice it was destroyed. Notre 

Dame will be restored, though it will never be quite the same. Ultimately, 

however, it is not about buildings; it is about Him whom they were built 

to honor. Yes, they are spectacular places to worship the Lord, but we can 

worship Him anywhere, and should do so most especially in our hearts. 

 Now, let me move on and tell you about some of the plans for this 

Templar year.  We will be continuing the Drill and Tactics workshops in 

each Commandery. Inspections will also return, but a little later in the 

year.  To add some incentive and spur on our members we hope to 

introduce a new Grand Commandery award, or two. More information 

about all this will be forthcoming.  

 Last year we held a one-day conferral of Orders at York, where 

we created 64 new Sir Knights, with the entire cast of the Order of the 

Temple clad in historical uniforms of chain mail. We will hold a similar 

conferral this year, in Harrisburg, on August 17. Any SK with his own 

mail who would like to participate is invited to contact SK Harry Smith or 

myself.  We hope you will come join us and see new knights created! 

 My visitation schedule for the year is nearly set. I hope to see 

many of you at your home Commandery, at other Templar events and 

especially at the Section receptions, so you may meet your Grand 

officers.  I still work full-time, so my travel opportunities are limited, but 

I plan to take a week at a time to visit different areas. If Commanderies 

can alter their meeting date, and/or unite for a joint conclave when I am in 

their area it would help me to come and spend time with you. 

 Yours in His Service, 

 SK Richard F. Muth 

 Grand Commander 
 

Some Upcoming Events: 

July 7 – Tuskegee Airman Memorial wreath laying, Sewickley 

July 27 – Joint Testimonial for the MPGM & the REGC, Beaver  

August 17 – One-Day Conferral of Orders, Harrisburg 

September 21 & 22 – Gettysburg Memorial Weekend 

October 1 – Holy Land Pilgrimage nominations are due! 

 

A Letter from the Grand Prelate: 

 In St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians in Chapter 4:2-6, we are 

encouraged to be devoted to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  We are 

to be in prayer for openings for our Christian message to be shared.  Paul 

urges that our communications to be always full of grace so that we may 

know how to answer everyone. 

 I think that you would agree that these are good instructions for 

each Sir Knight as we seek to build up our own Commanderies, to spread 

the good news of Christian knighthood in our communities, and to be 

invitational among our Masonic brethren. 

 I invite you to pray for your fellow fraters, their families and 

communities.  If strife exists among you, bring it to the foot of the cross.  

Do not let our message of charity, hospitality, and compassion be sullied 

by feuds and harsh feelings.  May the grace of our God bind us together 

in love for God, for our families, our fellow Sir Knights, and our 

communities wherever we may live. 

 I will be praying that you and your families be blessed with 

refreshment and renewal during this summer. 

 Your frater in Christ, 

 Reverend and Sir Knight David Eichelberger, PDC, KCT 

 Grand Prelate 
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