
 

The Templar Order 

     After the first crusade, the Hospital Knights received lands, donations, 

becoming independent, as we have seen, through the Papal Bull passed by Pope 

Pascal II. 

     The conquest of Jerusalem by the Crusaders led to a certain state of security in 

some cities and strategic points, where a small army would be located, but the 

life of a pilgrim was rather precarious given that they were ofter looted by 

robbers and even killed on their way to the Holy Sepulcher. 

     The knight of Champagne Huges de Payns arrives at Jerusalem in 1114 and, 

together with eight other knights, decides to set up an order to protect pilgrims on 

their way to Jerusalem. Of the nine, one was left unidentified, the other being 

Hugues de Payens, Geoffrey de Saint Omer, Andre de Montbard, Pagan de 

Montdidier, Archambaud de Saint-Amand, Geoffrey Bisol, Rossal, Gondemar, 

Payen de Montdidier, taking the name of “Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of 

the Temple of Solomon”. 

     From a historical point of view, it is mentioned that the year of creation of this 

order was 1118, the nine being the only occupants of the Temple of Solomon, 

where they excavated the underground of the temple and probably found sacred 

objects that were in the temple for a period of time3. 

     Initially, the group was called "The Poor Knights of Christ", and after moving 

the residence of the King of Jerusalem, Balduin II, his palace became the seat of 

the Order. It should be noted that the Muslim Mosque El Axa was also on the 

remnants of the former temple of Solomon. 

     Until 1123, the Knights Templar took an oath of faith to the patriarchs of 

Jerusalem, Teocletius and Cramond. After organizing the order in Jerusalem, it 

was necessary to officially recognize the new order made by the Pope of Rome, 

so that the initiator of the Order, Hugues de Payens, in 1127, went to Rome. Pope 

Honor II at the request of the five Knights Templar led by Hugues de Payens, 

with the support of Abbot Bernand de Clairvaux and at the request of King 

Balduin of Jerusalem, organized a council in Troyes in the French region of 

Champagne. 

     We note at this point that King Balduin II sent Abbot Bernand de Clairvaux to 

obtain a certain rule for the order and to approve the "Templar Constitutions" in 

order to be approved4. 

     In 1129 on January 13, the council chaired by papal delegate Mateo D'Albano 

in the presence of two archbishops and 10 bishops will give the Charter for the 

operation of the Order of the Temple. 

     The Abbot Bernand de Clairvaux, who is considered to be the protector and 

one of the main promoters of the Order of the Templar, will draw up a Rule of  
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Order, which will be called the Latin Rule (containing 72 articles, indicating inter 

alia that the port of the white cloak is reserved only to the knights, to which Pope 

Eugene III added a red cross of passions later on, in 1146) and will be adopted by 

the council. Thereafter, the rule will undergo minor changes, with a French 

version appearing in 1140. Since this date, the ordinances of Retraits 1165 also 

appear, while conventional statutes on, for example, the way of ceremonies take 

place between 1230 and 1240. Les Egards is added to these, which contains case 

law on how to settle the Templars’ disputes between 1257 and 12675. 

     The formation of the Order was a novelty in the sense that it was both a 

military and a Christian order, being a union between monks and soldiers. 

Temple entry was made only by taking an oath to defend the pilgrims, but also to 

the religious vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. As in any beginning, the 

emergence of the new order was still uncertain, so at the request of Hugues de 

Payens - The First Master of the Templars, Bernand de Clairvaux will write a 

work between 1130 and 1136 under the name Liber ad ad militi tem tem de laude 

novae militiae, which actually comprises two sections. 

     In the first part, Bernand de Clairvaux compares the Templars with the 

average Knights of the medieval age, but criticizes the latter for their vanity or 

involuntary violence, but praising the Templars who, due to the symbiosis of 

monks and soldiers, were subjected, poor, honest and brave. In the second part of 

the work is the call to the sacred land of the Templars, where the holy places of 

the Crusaders are described, thus linking the Templars to the sacred places, 

showing their special role in the defense of Christendom. 

     We find in this work even recounts of the manner in which the Templars, as 

Christ's soldiers, can kill the non-believers in the name of God. Even if the 

Templars do evil, it is allowed because it is the only possibility of defending 

Christendom and they are always ready to die in the name of Christ. 

     Around 530 AD, St. Benedict (480-543 AD) establishes the Christian Order 

of the Benedictine monks, establishing the Monte Cassino church, and being 

considered by both Catholic and Orthodox churches, a patriarch of the Western 

monks. St. Benedict created a series of rules for the life of monks in monasteries, 

who had to rely on a single life, on poverty and on obedience. Considering the 

status of Templar Soldier monks, a series of later rules also encompass the 

Benedictine rules on the model to be followed for observing monachal life. 
3 Ştefan Mâşu, cited works, p.42 where Luis Carpentier is cited, Les mysteres Templiers, 
Robert Lafont Publishing House, Paris, 1967, where it is noted that the nine were sent in this 
mission by Bernand de Clairvaux himself, Saint Bernard, being the first “seekers of the 
Grail”. 
4 Robert T. Wojtowicz, West University in Michigan, master’s thesis, The Original Rule of the 
Templar Nights: A Translation with Introduction, 1991 – 
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses 
5 Constantin Zamfir, The Khnights Templar in Narrative Sources (12th-14th Century) - 
http://hiperboreeajournal.com/ 
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