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Greetings Companions and Sir Knights, 

    
     I bring you Fraternal greetings from your Grand Commandery 
Officers. I hope you all had a great Easter Holiday and were able 
to spend time with your family and friends celebrating the Risen 
Christ. My wife, Tanya and I, had the honor and privilege of 
attending the Grand Encampment Easter Sunrise service held on 
the steps of the George Washington Masonic Memorial. The 
weather was absolutely beautiful that Sunday morning and there 
was a tremendous crowd of fellow Sir Knights. What a beautiful 
site to see so many fellow Christian Knights marching up 
Shooters Hill. There was a nice crowd in attendance and the 
Easter message and celebration of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ was very moving overlooking our nation’s Capital. 
Hallelujah, Christ has risen! 
It was a sincere honor marching up that hill representing the 
State of South Carolina. 
 
     In last month’s message, I talked about the various charities 
that South Carolina York Rite Masonry supports. Some of you 
may have noticed that there was no mention of the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage. During this Holy time of year, I wanted to spend a 
little more time on this. Not in any way to diminish the valuable 
work the other charities are doing, but to illustrate the deep 
meaning that this Pilgrimage holds for many, especially Ministers 
and their Congregations as they bring these experiences back.  
 

     Imagine, Sir Knights, that you took up the call of 
administering the Word of God to others. You answer that call 
and meet all the academic requirements and are Ordained into 
the Ministry of your faith. You hear all the stories, learn the 
Gospels and can even quote Scripture effortlessly. Imagine now, 
that you have the opportunity to travel to the Holy Land, see the 
sites you have long heard of and studied so intensely. Now you 
are standing in that very land. The land of God's chosen people 
and can walk in the footsteps of our Lord and Saviour. You have 
but to close your eyes and feel the presence of the Lord. 
 
     If you have been given the chance to listen to one of these 
Ministers after they return from these trips, you can sense what a 
deep and profound impact it has made not only in the man, but 
in the enthusiasm he imparts in the message to others as he 
delivers his Sermon. 
 
     Sir Knights, we give this gift to these men by the generous 
funding you all provide, year after year, to the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage Fund. We should be proud of this effort and take it to 
our Churches. Many Churches are starting to assist us in our 
efforts to send these Ministers on this remarkable journey. By 
promoting this worthy cause, we can open new doors for fund 
raising opportunities and serve more and more Ministers of God. 
 
     In closing, I would like to wish you all a safe and Blessed 
summer! May the Grace of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus, be with 
you and remain with you, always! I make this my humble prayer, 
in Jesus' name, AMEN! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Jeff Hall 
RE Grand Commander 


