
 

 

GENERAL ORDER NO.1 
To the Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Tennessee 

and to the Officers and Sir Knights of the Constituent 
Commanderies: 

Sir Knights, thank you for allowing me to serve as Your Grand 
Commander of Tennessee. I take office with Great Excitement for 
another great year for Knights Templar in Tennessee. 

I Congratulate all the elected & appointed officers and look 
forward to working closely with each of them. I also want to thank all 
the committee members for their dedication and great job they do. I 
want to express my Heartfelt thanks to two very special Sir Knights 
that taught me to Love the Knights Templar and the beautiful lessons 
learned, they are REPGC William (Bill) Trivett and the late REPGC Von 
Lewis. 

This year we will continue to encourage the $10 dollar per 
member donations to the Knight Templar Eye Foundation and our 
continued support of the Holy Land Pilgrimage which depends on 
your donations to help send a Minister to the Holy Land which shows 
the world that we are of the Christian faith that supports and defends 
the Christian way of life. 

At the Annual Conclave in Nashville we voted to establish the 
Long-Range Planning Committee as a permanent committee.  The 
members are the Dias Officers plus three random members from each 
area of the state.  I have appointed Bobby Blankenship from West 
Tennessee, Kris Fisher from Middle Tennessee, and Dusty Parsons 
from East Tennessee.  Dr. Billy Young, Very Eminent Deputy Grand 
Commander, will remain as Chairman.  We are going to try and set up 
a possible monthly teleconference with several committee chairmen 
to coordinate common core activities.  This will be under the direction 
of Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander Dr. Billy Young. 

One of our top priorities this year is going to be membership, 
not only new members but also retention of our present members.  
As you go out and visit your local blue lodges let the brothers know 
what York Rite Masonry is about.  Explain how the Order of the 
Temple tells the greatest story on earth and that every Christian 
Mason should belong to the York Rite. 

I want to challenge all Commanderies to take steps to increase 
attendance at meetings and festivals.  One possible idea is to appoint 
a fellowship committee of well informed and dedicated Sir Knights to 
take whatever means possible to call or visit some of our members 
each month who have slipped through the cracks and see if there is 
some way to bring them back to becoming active and share fellowship 
with us.  Try to think of ways to make our meetings more interesting 
such as short talks by members or guest speakers on items of 
community interest.  Also, you might try light refreshments prior to 
your meetings.  These are just a few suggestions but you will never 
know until you try something. 

If there is any way the Grand Commandery Officers can be of 
help to you or your Commandery don’t hesitate to ask. 
In His Service, 
Clarence L. Crump REGC 
 

UPPER EAST FESTIVAL 
The Upper East Association concluded its Spring 2019 Festival 

on Saturday, April 27.  The Festival included receiving the Right 
Eminent Grand Commander and a number of his Grand Officers, and 
dignitaries including visitors from the Grand Commandery of Virginia.  
Twelve new members were Knighted.  Congratulations Knights! 
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