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Greetings, fellow Sir Knights in the jurisdiction of Washington.  

Our 132nd Annual Grand Commandery Conclave has concluded a 

few short weeks ago.  I wish to thank the Sir Knights who were in 

attendance for their confidence and support in their preferment as to 

electing me as their Right Eminent Grand Commander for the 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Washington on 11 May 

2019.  I am humbled by this great honor and will commit to you my 

dedication and service to you and the Grand Commandery of 

Knights Templar of Washington.  I thank the elected and appointed 

officers, and the committee members for accepting their positions.  

I look forward to working with you and joining with you in service 

to this Grand Commandery. 

 

We shall perform the traditional tasks of our assigned duties, but we 

will also be trying some new approaches to highlight the beauty and 

purpose of our magnanimous Order.  All our programs within the 

Grand Commandery hold importance, however, for the ensuing 

year I ask your support to focus on placing a priority on 

Membership Development.  Membership Development is a Priority 

One for the Grand Encampment and is a Priority One for the Grand 

Commandery of Knights Templar of Washington.  Every Eminent 

Commander shall appoint a Membership Chairman and 

Membership Committee in his respective Commandery.  These 

Membership Committees shall work with and implement those 

membership development initiatives advanced by the Grand 

Encampment’s Committee on Membership and shall report their 

activities and progress to the Grand Commandery’s Membership 

Chairman and the Grand Encampment’s Committee on 

Membership. 

 

The second program that I ask for your support and focus is the 

revision of the Constitution and By-laws for the Grand 

Commandery of Knights Templar of Washington.  The last 

dedicated effort applied to this endeavor had been in 2007-2008.  

The results of the committee’s work at that time has been retained 

and will be used as a   starting point for the committee for 2019-

2020. 

 
For this summer, I am hoping for the Grand Commandery to have a 

representation in a few parades to emphasize our presence to the 

public and our association with Freemasonry.  I am coordinating 

arrangements for this and will be able to provide details to the 

Constituent Commanderies very soon. There are plans to conduct at 

least one workshop and possibly two this year.  The workshops will 

focus on expanding the knowledge of our Sir Knights throughout 

this jurisdiction.  It will be an opportunity for the Sir Knights to 

raise questions and to learn more about our Order.   

 

Sir Knights, as I close this first supplement, I commend this 

reminder to you that we are Freemasons, devoted to the Lord, Jesus 

Christ, ever to perform service to the greater Glory of GOD and to 

be ever ready to wield the sword in defense of the Christian 

Religion. 

 

Historical Note: “Omne Datum Optimum” (“Every Best Gift”), the 

papal bull issued by Pope Innocent II that effectively made the 

Templar Order answerable only to the Pope and therefore free from 

all other ecclesiastical and secular demands.  Succeeding Popes 

reaffirmed the papal bull and added other privileges to it, such as 

the right to build their own churches and cemeteries. 

 

May the Blessing of GOD, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost be 

upon you and your families. Yours in Jesus Christ 

 

Sir Knight W. Gary Norton 

Right Eminent Grand Commander  

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Washington  
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