
 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE FOR JULY 2009
“Be Strong in the Lord” 

 
On July 4th we celebrate the birth of the United States.  Our country was founded 
by brave men and women who risked not only their property but their very lives 
to establish a free nation based on certain unalienable rights, among which were 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.  Judeo-Christian principles are clearly 
the foundation of much of our Founder’s writings, and though they did not 
establish a state religion as in England, they made provision in the Constitution for 
the People of this new Republic to have free exercise of their religion.  
 
Among these men who signed the Declaration of Independence were 
Freemasons, as were many who served in the Continental Army and Navy.  One 
such person was Major General Joseph Warren, a Knight Templar who had 
received his Orders in St. Andrews Royal Arch Lodge of Boston on 14 May 1770.  
When the Patriots fortified Breed’s Hill and Bunker Hill General Warren went into 
the line as a common solider.  As the British entered the works, Major Small, a 
British officer who recognized him, called to him to surrender in order to save his 
life.   However it was too late, as General Warren turned to the familiar voice he 
was felled by a musket ball and died instantly.   Although he was considered a 
“rebel” at the time, he died fighting for the principles of freedom, liberty, our 
Order, and the Christian religion. 
 
The most famous Mason of the time was, of course, General George Washington 
of Fredericksburg Lodge in Virginia.  There is a famous painting of General 
Washington kneeling in prayer at Valley Forge during that terrible winter.  Did the 
General worry if this act was politically correct? NO!  He was asking God to 
protect and aid his army and to preserve our fledging nation. 
 
We have suffered many trials, from a great Civil War to terrorist attacks on our 
homeland. Now after more than two centuries we have people who say that we 
are not a religious country and that our founding fathers “really did not mean 
what they wrote or said.” To those people I suggest that they reflect on the image 
of General Washington in prayer and do an honest evaluation of those who made 
this county possible. 
 

 My theme for this year is “Be Strong in the Lord,” by putting on the whole 
armor of God.  But along with this, I believe we must also wear the mantel of 
Patriotism. 
 
Fraternally, 
William D. Robertson 
Grand Commander 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRAND COMMANDER’S ITINERARY --- 2009 
 
Jul   3                 Los Angeles Commandery No. 9      GC Reception 
Jul   4                 Valencia         Parade 
Jul   5                 San Luis Obispo        GYR Ice Cream Social 
 
Aug  1            East Bay York Rite (Alameda Temple)      GYR Reception 

Aug  2            Palo Alto (Cmdrys No. 1, 16, 47 )                 GYR Picnic 
Aug  3            Vacation to East Coast 
Aug  15-18        Roanoke, VA         64th Triennial 
 
Sep  4            Return to California 
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