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Upcoming Grand Sessions 
Sir Knights, I’m sure a lot of you are already aware that the three 
presiding officers of the York Rite are trying something new this 
year with regard to the Sessions. We have tried to compress the 
sessions inmto two days only. Since there has been some 
rumormongering roundabout, and some negativity, I thought it 
useful to try to explain the motivation for this change and the 
background that has led to the final schedule now circulating (has 
gone through several changes).  

The younger members of our institution typically have to 
take vacation time to attend on weekdays, I know I used to. For 
the last several years since working for myself I have nonetheless 
spent a majority of time during the Sessions working at the hotel 
(some of you may have seen me sitting in the lobby or restaurant 
with my laptop or on the phone). This is not ideal for our younger 
members to whom the future of our institution ultimately belongs. 
If we want participation and growing membership, we need to 
adapt to the demands of the modern world. That might include 
adopting a strategy to make attending the Sessions easier. It might 
not. One thing we do know, though, is that what we’ve always 
done is just not working – membership continues to decline 
consistently over the last four decades.   

And over the last several years there’s been significant 
complaints about the previous venue regarding the food, the cost, 
and the auction that was going on disruptively next door.  

- So we’re trying something new - 
We have tried to come up with a schedule that focuses on 

Saturday as the main day to encourage participation among  
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 our working members. The motivation was to lessen business and  to 
increase fraternization. My personal hope had been to have the main 
banquet on Saturday evening to cap the event (it’s nice to have a 
celebration as an ending rather than a midway point) and then enjoy a 
Templar Service Sunday morning before departing. However the banquet 
was ultimately scheduled for Friday night to accommodate the Prior of 
KYCH, who scheduled their dinner on Thursday despite our requests 
(dating back as early as March 2017) that KYCH participate in the new 
schedule as one body. The final schedule, then, was not one that anyone 
ultimately anticipated would emerge.  

Thus, there are going to be some differences this year. It’s not 
ideal but it is workable. Our business session has been scheduled for two 
and half hours. We open on Saturday morning and need to be done by 
lunch, including the installation of new officers. This does present some 
challenges and we will have to stick to the agenda. Fortunately the ten 
man opening is in good hands, and I know the hosting Commandery 
(Delta and Temple Commanderies) will do a fantastic job of getting the 
Grand Commandery open on time.   

Needless to say, please be prepared for a faster clip to the 
sessions. There are a couple of bylaws revisions to consider so please 
acquaint yourself with them priot to the meeting so we can deliberate 
expediently upon the proposals.   

This is different, Sir Knights, but it’s not alien or untoward we are 
all Brothers and Sir Knights. When we come together united in our aims 
there’s nothing we can’t accomplish! So I entreat you to work with us, 
remain cheerful, rise to the challenge, be positive and supportive, and 
contribute to make our Sessions a success!  

 

Boston Commandery March 

Thomas Morrill Carter, (Dec. 24, 1841-Jan. 4, 1934) was an American 

trombonist, bandmaster, composer, and painter. His most famous 

Masonic march, “Boston Commandery,” was written in 1892. It was 

dedicated to the regional office of the Freemasonry that was 

headquartered in the city of Boston, Massachusetts. In the march, Carter 

used the hymn “Onward Christians Soldiers” by Sir Arthur Seymour 

Sullivan as the melody for the trio, with the woodwinds providing the 

obbligato above the music. 

 

 

 

CCOOLLOORRAADDOO  

YYOORRKK  RRIITTEE  

CCRRUUSSAADDEERR   

 


