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William David Stephey Jr. 

Grand Commander 

 

 

Sir Knights, 

 

How have you been doing with the hour of devotion challenge? 

Well mine is a continuing struggle with minor success, 15 days but 

only 30-45 minutes each. Something always manages to get in the 

way, though I will continue. Yet even in the failure that is so far 

been my companion, I do feel closer to God and I have learned 

much. I hope you continue to achieve success as well. 

 

July is here and most of our Masonic lodges have gone dark for the 

summer and our Time turns to the celebration of our Nations 

Birthday. Yes, July 4, 1776, how can we forget the days of the 

struggle for independence. We see in our minds eye, visions of 

Brothers Washington and Lafayette gallantly fighting. These 

visions and remembrances must not be forgotten, neither should the 

gallant men whom gave their last full measure of devotion. Their 

graves dot our landscape and the landscapes of nations abroad, yet 

there is one man or dare I say groups of men and now even women, 

who are perhaps the most important, yet over looked, our 

Chaplains. This person is the one who is charged with the spiritual 

well being of every soldier/sailor in his charge. Many have indeed 

lost their lives, some even winning the highest honors . 

 

One Chaplain in one event, in one battle I will highlight, as it was 

most notable. He, I will use as an exemplar, for all chaplains in the 

service. Oddly enough the event’s anniversary falls in July as well. 

The Day is July 2, 1863, the Battle of Gettysburg is raging in its 

second day. The Irish Brigade was preparing to advance to the 

wheat field, when a young chaplain asked permission to address the 

Brigade. That chaplain was the Rev William Corby CSC, Chaplain    

     

  

to the 88th New York Infantry. With permission granted, Corby 

climbed a boulder and addressed the entire brigade. He explained 

that he was going to grant absolution to the entire brigade on 

condition that every man do his duty, as the battle roared to the left, 

murderous fire coming from the attacks on little round top, there 

was a serene quiet in the ranks of 2nd Corps. Every Man in the 

brigade took a knee and bowed his head as Father Corby 

pronounced these words of Absolution” “Dominus noster Jesus 

Christus vos absolvat, et ego, auctoritate ipsius, vos absolvo ab 
omni vinculo, excommunicationis interdicti, in quantum possum et 
vos indigetis deinde ego absolvo vos, a pecatis vestris, in nomini 
Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, Amen” 
 

In witness to this never before seen in America event was Major 

General and Brother Winfield Scott Hancock and a number of his 

staff officers. All removed their hats in due reverence. 

 

Father Corby is quoted as saying the absolution was meant for all 

North and South, anyone who could accept it. Fr Corby survived the 

war and went on to become the third president of the University of 

Notre Dame. A statue of Fr. Corby was erected in 1910 on the very 

boulder where this Absolution took place. 

 

This is only one example of thousands of Chaplains who have 

served. We should take the time to recognize them for their service 

and valor, but further we must look at ourselves. As Knights 

Templars, are we not the chaplains to our Brothers and families? 

Perhaps even Chaplains to perfect strangers? We are called to serve. 

How do we answer the call? These questions I leave you to answer. 

 

Sir Knight William David Stephey Jr. R.E.G.C 
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