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Sir Knights 

 

I hope that you are enjoying the beginning of the summer season 

and have plans for spending time with family and friends. The 

month of July is a special one for our country, it is the month that 

we began fighting for our freedom from the British Empire. The 

fourth of July is celebrated each year to honor those who took up 

arms for that cause.  And as we all know there were numerous 

masons involved in the process, and to a man they all knew the 

dangers associated with the endeavor.  

When we look back thru the lens of time and see all things that 

have been accomplished since that beginning, one cannot help but 

have a great sense of pride for what has happened. For most of the 

242 years since that simple beginning we have made great strides 

in our society, unfortunately not always peacefully. We as a nation 

have faced many trials and tribulations and have made a great 

many mistakes along the way, but going thru these painful times 

have made us the force for good we are today. 

The Grand Commandery of Iowa was formed when the country 

was 88 years old in the year 1864, and it has been a great and 

glorious 154 years. We the officers of the current Grand 

Commandery are trying to live up to your expectations. 

However if we look further back in the past we find that for Knight 

Templars the fourth of July has a special meaning but 

unfortunately not a positive one.  On that date the Knight Templars 

of the second crusade were in a battle with the Muslim army lead 

by Salah ad-Din, the Knights Templars had a force of 

approximately 20,000 troops which were comprised of 15,000 

infantry, 1,200 Knights, 3,000 men at arms and 500 archers. The 

Muslim army was comprised of about 30,000 troops with 12,000 

cavalry and 18,000 infantry.  This was known as the Battle of the 

Horns of Hattin, and unfortunately the Knights Templars were 

defeated and scarcely 300 of the Christians survived. A vast 

majority of the forces were beheaded on the battlefield, because 

the Muslims did not want to face them again on the battlefield. 

This virtually eliminated the ability to defend themselves or wage 

war.  Those who survived were either kept as slaves or in the case 

of the Kings held for ransom. And thus once again the Muslims 

took possession of the Holy Land. The defeats promoted the 

beginning of the third Crusade in the Holy Land which began two 

years after the loss at the Battle of Hattin, the Knight Templars did 

retake the Holy Land however Christian control over the territories 

remained vulnerable for decades until the Battle of La Forbie, 57 

years after the Battle of Hattin marked the collapse of the crusader 

military power in Outremer.   

And as with our own history, what might things look like if the 

Christians forces were able to maintain a foothold in the Middle 

East, what would be different as we still have conflicts to this day.  

Would there be peace and harmony as we all hope for, or would a 

totally new and unique set of circumstances apply. But hindsight is 

always 20/20 and we can only live with the choices that were made 

by us and those of the past.  

As we look back and honor those who have served our country or 

theirs in time of conflict, let us not forget those who choose to 

serve us at this important time. The young men and women who 

serve today are a vital part of the fabric of our lives, and at times 

we don’t give much consideration to them. For if our grandparents 

were the greatest generation, who knows to what heights the next 

generation may rise. To those of you who are currently serving our 

great nation, I personally want to thank you for your service, and 

those of us who like myself that answered our nations call, thank 

you as well. I want to say on behalf of the Grand Commandery of 

Iowa and the nation, Thank you and may god keep you and bless 

you and yours. 

Fraternally yours  

Forrest Peck Jr. REGC 
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