
 
your guidance has been appreciated, as no Grand Commander is 
aware of the situations which will arise during his tenure in office.  
  Finally, I cannot conclude this article without a grateful hand to 
each and every Sir Knight in Illinois. Your support, in person, or by 
just paying your dues has made Illinois on of the most outstanding 
Grand Jurisdictions within the Grand Encampment. Illinois has a 
great history. over the years. Illinois has produced five Most 
Eminent Grand Masters of the Grand Encampment, Vincent L. 
Hurlbut who served in 1867-1870; George M. Moulton, who served 
in 1889-1892; William Leslie Sharp, who served in 1912-1915; 
George Wilbur Bell, who served in 1956-1959; and William 
Jackson Jones, who served in 1984-1987; and one Honorary Past 
Grand Master, Charles Richard Neumann, in 1975. Illinois has also 
had four Right Eminent Past Department Commanders, Siguard R. 
Jenson, who served 1952-1955; Alvin Louis Crump, who served 
1962-1965; Henry J. DeHeer, who served 1992-1995 and Robert 
Keith Cronk, who served 1996-1999.each of these Sir Knights 
spent many years of dedicated service to Templary. But you must 
keep in mind that each of these Distinguished Sir Knights began as 
a new Sir Knight. Sir Knights, for those of you who wish for 
honors, they are available to those who are willing to accept the 
challenge and put forth the effort required to earn the rewards. 
  In closing, I cannot forget my wife and life partner, Janet, who has 
walked beside me during my many years of Masonic activity, and 
most certainly, I must also recognize the support and dedication of 
the Ladies of this Grand Commandery who have dedicated many 
years of their time and resources to assist in making this Grand 
Commandery a success and to make sure that the Lady of each 
Grand Commander has had a successful conclave experience. To 
the Ladies of the current line and those of the Past Grand 
Commanders, we are most grateful. 
  Finally, may I remind you to be in attendance at this year’s Grand 
Commandery Conclave on Friday, July 13th. Your vote on the 
important legislation is important to your Commandery. 
REMEMBER; EVERY VOTE IS IMPORTANT.  
   
Fraternally,  
Wendell E. Walch, Grand Commander      
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Sir Knights: 
  Once again the time has arrived for your Grand Commander to 
submit to you the Sir Knights and Ladies, yes, many of our 
Commandery Ladies also read this supplement, my final article as 
your Grand Commander. 
  It seems just like just yesterday that the Sir Knights of Illinois 
elected me to serve as Eminent Grand Junior Warden, and I began 
a six year journey through the Grand Commandery Line of 
Elected Officers. Those years have been a learning experience. I 
found a vast difference in the operation of the Commanderies  
between Northern Illinois and Southern Illinois. Each area has 
many devoted Sir Knights, but their approach is slightly different, 
and as an Inspecting Officer you have to learn to approach these 
various areas in a different manner. 
  To my elected line, I could not have had a more dedicated group 
of Sir Knights. You have covered your assigned Divisions with 
dignity and concern. 
  To those Sir Knights who served as the appointed officers, you 
traveled throughout the state and have assisted the Commanderies 
not only at Inspections, but at any time your assistance was 
needed.  
  The five Division Commanders have served well the needs of the 
Commanderies in the Division in which they serve. 
  Lastly, but not least, I greatly appreciate each of the Sir Knights 
who were willing to accept the responsibility of serving your 
Grand Commandery in the many committee positions required to 
make the Grand Commandery of Illinois operate in a consistent 
manner. 
  To those Past Grand Commanders, who offered their experience, 


