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Promote Templary by 
Promoting the American Flag 
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Grand Commander 

One of my goals and objectives this year is for us to be more visible as 
Knights Templars. 

There are several ways to do this. Our Activities Report for 2018-19 lists 
several: Present the American Flag at a Lodge, School, Eastern Star/Amaranth, 
Scottish Rite, Youth Group and march in a Patriotic Parade in Uniform. I have 
found several facts about our flag, one of which is about Fort McHenry, a place 
we will be visiting on our 2019 Easter Sunrise Service bus trip. 

The Flag of the United States of America has gone through 27 different iter-
ations, and plays a big part in the lives of Americans and American culture. Our 
constant, very public display of the flag is something which frequently surprises 
visiting Europeans. 

Here are some interesting and fun facts about the iconic Stars and Stripes: 
Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes as the American flag on June 14, 

1777. The first official version of the flag (1777) displayed 13 stripes and 13 
stars, for the 13 original colonies.  

For a while, the U.S. added stripes and stars to the flag when welcoming 
new states. When Kentucky and Vermont joined the union, the flag took on two 
more stars from the original, so that from 1795 to 1818, 15 stripes and 15 stars 
graced the flag. That flag is probably best known as Francis Scott Key’s inspira-
tion to write “The Star Spangled Banner” after the British sea attack on Fort 
McHenry in Baltimore. Freemasonry came to Indiana with the chartering of Vin-
cennes Lodge No. 1 on March 13, 1809, so the 15-star, 15-stripe flag was official 
on that date, even though Key’s poem was exactly five and one-half years in the 
future.  

After 1818, anticipating a crowded field of stripes, lawmakers decided to 
honor each new state with a star, and leave the stripes at the original 13.  

The current flag, with 50 stars and 13 stripes, was designed in 1958 by a  17
-year-old high school student, Robert G. Heft, of Lancaster, Ohio, a DeMolay and 
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ultimately a Master Mason. Heft did not believe new states would stop with 
Alaska, so, while everyone else was submitting designs with 49 stars, Heft sub-
mitted his design with 50 stars. President Dwight D. Eisenhower chose Heft’s 
design out of 1,500 entries after Hawaii was admitted as a state. 

The colors of the flag have important meanings: Red symbolizes hardiness 
and valor, white symbolizes purity and innocence, and blue represents vigilance, 
perseverance and justice. 

If a flag can no longer be used or repaired, it must be destroyed in a re-
spectful manner, such as by burning. It can be washed and dry cleaned if it gets 
dirty or if it touches the ground and is soiled. According to federal flag laws and 
regulations, the flag should be displayed from sunrise to sunset, except during 
inclement weather. It may be displayed 24 hours a day as long as it’s “properly 
illuminated” while it’s dark out.  

Presidential proclamations and laws specifically authorize the display of the 
flag 24 hours a day at the following places: Fort McHenry, National Monument 
and Historic Shrine, Baltimore, Md.; Flag House Square, Baltimore, Md.; United 
States Marine Corps Memorial (Iwo Jima), Arlington, Va.; On the Green of the 
town of Lexington, Mass.; The White House, Washington, D.C., United States 
customs ports of entry; and the grounds of the National Memorial Arch in Valley 
Forge State Park, Valley Forge, Pa.  

In July, 1969, Neil Armstrong placed the first U.S. flag on the moon, as part 
of the Apollo 11 mission, the first manned landing. Five more Apollo moon land-
ings—from missions 12, 14, 15, 16, and 17—resulted in five more flags being 
planted on the surface of the moon.  

The proper way to honor a flag on display during a parade or review (except 
for people in uniform) is by facing the flag with your right hand over your heart. 
The same goes for when you witness the flag being raised or lowered as part of 
a ceremony.  

“Old Glory” was the nickname of a specific U.S. Flag — that owned by sea 
captain William Driver. He was given the flag by his mother and other women in 
his hometown of Salem. He named it “Old Glory” upon seeing it flying on his 
ship’s mast in 1831, and continued to display it outside his home. The name 
later went on to become synonymous with any American flag.  

Betsy Ross is widely credited with designing the first American flag, but 
there is almost no evidence to support that claim. It’s true that she sewed a lot 
of flags. However, the fact that she created the first American flag is supported 
only by records from her own grandson in 1870, almost 100 years after the flag 
debuted, when he presented the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in Philadel-
phia with affidavits from his own family members as evidence. 

On May 30, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a presidential procla-
mation establishing Flag Day as the anniversary of the Flag Resolution. On Au-
gust 3, 1949, President Truman signed an Act of Congress that designated June 
14 of each year as National Flag Day.  


