
 

 

 

 

 

 

PART TWO OF TWO. 

(This is the balance of a trip report that will be given at Grand Session by Pastor Matt 
Ehlers, who was the last recipient of the Trip to the Holy Land. His bio, will also appear 

in another issue.  editor) 

To the members of the State of Kansas Knights Templar, 

The many sights that we saw, were wonderful. The birth place of Jesus, the 
Carpenter shop where He grew up, the home of Mary, His mother, The 
location of the Sermon on the Mount, The Old City of Jerusalem, the 
Wailing Wall, Galilee, Capernaum, the Valley of Armageddon, The Dead 
Sea, Massada, The Holocaust Museum, The Temple Mount, Mount Olives, 
The Garden of Gethsemane,  The Via Dolorosa, the Tomb of Christ, 
Caesarea Maritime, Bet She ‘an, Tiberius, Magdala,  and the wonderful 
shop keepers of Jerusalem. 

These were the visual sights that we took in, and the visions are forever 
burned into my mind, however the entire experience for me, was the 
feeling of Christ that just washes over you everywhere you go. The feeling 
of the Holy Spirit growing you and expanding your understanding of 
scripture with every new sight and place that you visit.  

The narrowness of the street along the Via Dolorosa let you feel the 
humiliation that Christ must have felt as He carried the cross towards 
Calvary. The dungeon in Cephas’ palace where Christ was kept  after being 
captured helped you feel the pain and solitude that He must have 
endured. And the tomb, that wonderful, glorious EMPTY tomb. It held both 
the sorrow of death, and the joy of life after death. 

These emotions are the best part of the Holy Land Pilgrimage. I cannot do 
the trip justice, in words. It is truly a place that must be experienced, and 
not explained. It is the very essence of Jesus Christ. A person can hear all 
about it, but until you immerse yourself into it, you can NOT get the full 
effect. 

I feel so inadequate when trying to share my experience with others, 
because I am at a loss for words to describe the passion, the love, the joy, 
sorrow, hope, deliverance, and forgiveness that all just blend into one and 
overwhelm you. From the ancient buildings, to the people on the streets, 
there is a flavor and a feel to Israel that is unlike any other place on Earth. 

I feel this is because it IS the promised land. It IS Holy Land. God lives here, 
God will return here, and God is the everlasting truth to this existence. 

When people ask, “What was it like?” or “What did you feel?” my only 
reply that is honest is, go and see for yourself, because I am not able to put 
the joy into words. I am just a human being. I am just a child of God. And 
He showed me what He wanted me to see there. He may have a totally 
different vision for you when you go there. Go and see where our Lord and 
Savior lived, died, and rose again. It is AWESOME. 

Again, to the Knights Templar, The State of Kansas, and Roger Walls, many 
thanks. My life, my ministry, and my Spirit are forever changed from this 
glorious opportunity. It will benefit me for many years to come. I am truly 
grateful for this wonderful service that you offer to pastors across the 
nation and across the many different denominations. This trip solidified my 
belief that denominations are not at all what Christ had intended. The true 
pure form of Christianity exists in Israel, buried beneath the different 
churches and the rituals and doctrines that each practices….. I encourage 
everyone to go and seek it. Seek the TRUTH in CHRIST. 

Thank you 

Matt Ehlers 

Fraternally yours, 

Sir Knight John T. Staton 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 

of Knights Templar of Kansas 
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