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shelter, and friendship. I know from personal experience that I am ‘preaching to the choir’, and I am proud to 
be one of  you. Keep up the Good Work!         

  
 

 

July, 2018 

 

 

     In July, we celebrate the birth of a nation whose existence has for generations been a 
beacon to those in search of liberty. Let us never forget those who fought, who died and who 
still today stand willing to shed their blood for the freedoms that we hold so dear; who defend 
that flag, and this country which still stands as the beacon of freedom and liberty.  
Inspections have been completed across the Grand Commandery, and I want to express my 
appreciation once again for all the hard work exhibited by the Commanderies across the state, 
and particularly by the Division Commanders. On a couple of occasions, it has been necessary 
to issue Warrants so that inspections might be completed. This is a situation that deeply 
concerns all of the Grand Commandery officers, and I appreciate the efforts made by the 
faithful members in those asylums. In other areas, there is significant growth and excitement. 
Sir Knights, ‘Good Works’, what we have stressed all year, well done ritual, well done tactics, 
well done philanthropies,  draw members and keep them. And it is ‘work’. It isn’t easy and can 
be discouraging at times. Remember that we work that men might see our good works, and 
that our Father might be glorified. Continue His faithful soldiers, Sir Knights! 
    The annual conclave is fast approaching. If you have not done so, make your reservations at 
the Embassy Suites in Lexington for September 16 through 19. I would encourage everyone to 
attend the banquet and divine service on Sunday evening as well as the Banquet on Tuesday 
evening; tickets may be ordered from the Grand Recorders Office. Come and participate in the 
business of YOUR Grand Commandery on Monday the 17th. I understand that legislation will 
be presented to once again make the Holy Land Pilgrimage Committee a Standing Committee, 
and to create a permanent investment fund to support that cause. Kentucky was the first 
Grand Commandery to join in this endeavor after it was started by the Grand Commandery of 
Michigan in 1977. This is an opportunity to support a cause which has eternal significance.  By 
the time you read this article, your Commandery should have all of the details.  
    If you have not done so, please consider nominating someone for our honors programs: the 
Conrad Cates award, given annually by the Grand Commandery to a deserving Sir Knight who 
has gone above and beyond the call of duty in service to the Commandery, and the Knights 
Templar Cross of Honor, awarded by the Grand Encampment on the recommendation of the 
Grand Commander.  
    In concluding this month’s letter, let me return to the thoughts expressed in the opening 
paragraph.  The rituals of our Orders openly promote the concepts of Liberty, Justice, and 
Freedom. The Order of the Temple is founded upon the Christian religion and practice of 
Christian virtues. Our country was founded upon those same principles. Good men, doing Good 
Works, forever changing the world.  
Courteously,  Randall Partin  Grand Commander   
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Sir Knights,  
As we enter into the first full month of summer and celebrate the birthday 
of our Nation, let’s take a moment to reflect. In May, we remember the 
sacrifice made by those who have lost their lives in the defense of the 
liberties we have as citizens of this great country. In June, we celebrate our 
Flag, the ‘majestic symbol of freedom under constitutional government’ 
and the ‘glorious representative’ of the principles which it represents.    
and this country which still stands as the beacon of freedom and liberty.  
 

 
 

 

ANNUAL GRAND YORK RITE 
(Continued from June Issue) 

All business pertinent to Grand Commandery will be discussed, and where necessary, vote taken 
on action.  All committee reports will be received and voted upon when necessary. 
Annual awards for various accomplishments will be made to both individuals and 
Commanderies.  
About 11 AM election of officers will be called for.  Three Knights in the top four offices are 
usually advanced one station, and the Treasurer, Recorder, one trustee and Grand Captain 
General are elected. 
At noon, Commandery will adjourn to refreshment and all present will have lunch together and 
the cost is about $20.   
During lunch a business meeting will be held by Knight Templar Priests, an invitational 
organization for select Past Commanders.  
At 2 PM Grand Commandery will be reopened for the installation of the coming year’s officers.  
Ladies and family are invited to this ceremony.   
At 4 P.M. the Order of Knights Preceptor will be conferred on all Past Commanders.  Also at 4 
PM the Knight Masons of Kentucky will meet for business and election of officers. This is also a 
selective organization.  
Dinner is on your own and at 7 PM the Kentucky Chapter of the Knight York Cross of Honor 
(KYCH) will be opened for initiation of new members and election of officers for the coming 
year, as well as to conduct any business necessary.  This is a selective organization with the 
requirement that every member be a past presiding officer of all four York Rite bodies.  This is all 
of Monday’s schedule. 
At 9 AM on Tuesday the Grand Council will be opened by Grand Master Thomas Wheeler and 
the same format of business as the Grand Commandery will be used.  The Orders of Ish Sodi and 
Silver trowel will be offered. Grand Banquet is at 7 PM. 
On Wednesday at 9 AM the Grand Chapter will be opened by Grand High Priest Robert Peelman 
and the same order of business will be followed.  Following installation of officers, about 3 P.M., 
Grand York Rite is over for another year. 
As can readily be seen, there are many activities for every York Rite Mason.  You will be 
welcomed by everyone in attendance and you also have the excellent opportunity to meet York 
Rite Masons from around the Commonwealth.  Hotel stay is not mandatory, but it certainly 
increases your opportunity to socialize. 
In addition, a hospitality room is open throughout the sessions, where you will find snacks, soft 
drinks, and conversation and fellowship.  And don’t forget, in addition to the free breakfast each 
morning, the hotel offers a free cocktail hour from 5:30 to 7 P.M. each evening 

MASTER CRAFTSMAN PROGRAM 
The Valley of Louisville continues to utilize a group study program every fourth Sunday at the 
Scottish Rite Temple under the direction of Sir Knight Jim Bullis.  This study is a very valuable aid 
to learning what Freemasonry is meant to be, is free, and an enjoyable activity.  This study group 
has proved to be an excellent forum and I heartily recommend such activity in the other valleys.                               

     KNIGHT TEMPLAR EYE FOUNDATION FUND RAISER 
Sir Knight Mark Elliott will again host the annual golf scramble with proceeds going to the KTEF.  
The course is Wild Turkey Trace in Lawrenceburg, and the date is Saturday, July 28. This is the 
same course as before.  The registration fee is $60 per golfer. 
The scramble will start at 8:30 A.M. and trophies and prizes will be awarded for longest drive, 
longest putt and closest to the pin.   First place prize is $300 and a trophy and second place will 
receive $200. 
Individual hole sponsorships are $50 and this will get your name posted on one of the holes.  
Commanderies sponsorships will be available for $100 each.  If you don’t play, or can’t be 
available that Saturday, please make a donation to KTEF and mail it to Mark Elliott at 115 
Redwood Terrace, Harrodsburg, KY 40330. 
Kt magazine            19 
 
Kt magazine                                                            19 

mailto:jbhitt@att.net

