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Louisiana York Rite Calendar: see http://www.yorkritela.org/la/  
 
 
 

 
 

Louisiana Mississippi Joint York Rite Festival, May 12, 2018 
 
 

 
 

 

Memorial Day Wreath Ceremony 
 

 
 
 

Ascension Commandery No. 6 and Crusader Commandery No. 21 
participated in laying a wreath for Memorial Day.  There were 11 Sir Knights 
in Class A uniform to participate in the wreath laying at the Hill Crest 
Memorial Gardens Memorial Day Service on Monday, May 28th.  However, 
there were many more Masons in attendance, including several others 
participated through the Elks, VFW, Forty & Eight, Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, and the Honor Guard. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From your Louisiana Grand Commander 
 

A kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children 
while they drew. She would occasionally walk around to see each child’s 
artwork. As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked 
what her drawing was. 

The girl replied, “I’m drawing God.” 
            The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what God looks like.” 

Without missing a beat or looking up from her drawing, the little girl 
replied, “they will in a minute!” 

I’ve recently had occasion to contemplate what Knights Templar 
looks like to the public.  While appearing at a few public events, more people 
have confused the Knights Templar assembled with the Knights of Columbus 
than recognized us as the Knights Templar.  In my view that’s a problem that 
we can easily fix with a little elbow grease.  Might I offer these two suggestions 
for appearing in public? 

1.       Lead parades.  We’re one of the few marching units in 
masonry.  We can leverage that positive by appearing in parades 
as a color guard or other marching unit.  Last December several 
Knights from Shreveport and Alexandria joined Knights in 
Winnfield to form a color guard for the Winnfield Christmas 
Parade.  We had lots of folks come up to us afterward and ask 
who we were, which in turn opened the door for us to discuss 
Templary and Masonry with those less informed.  It gave us a 
chance to present a positive view of Templary and Masonry to 
the world. 

2.       Lay wreaths.  I recently joined Trinity Commandery No. 8 in 
laying a wreath at the National Cemetery in Pineville.  While we 
were often confused with the Knights of Columbus (even by 
Master Masons), we still had the opportunity to correct those 
errors and present a positive view of Templary and Masonry to 
those assembled.   

Two things to remember about appearing in public: 1) you must get 
a dispensation; and 2) we must all wear the same type of uniform (Class A, 
etc.) when appearing in public.  Do that and you’re set to make a positive 
impression on the minds and hearts of those less informed about Templary.   

Who knows, some day after watching Knights Templar in full uniform 
march down the street carrying our National flag and the colors of our order, 
maybe a little girl will draw pictures of us in Kindergarten! 
 

                   J. Keith Gates, Grand Commander of Louisiana 
 

“Chivalry, Christianity, Templary - A Way of Life” 
 

“Every Christian Mason should be a Knight Templar” 
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