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Changing of the Guard! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

To begin, I wish to thank everyone who attended our Grand Session last month 
for your participation. I enjoyed speaking with you and your Ladies. I look for-
ward to continued visitation throughout the year. 

Now that the pomp and circumstance is over, my work has begun in earnest.  
After our Grand Session concluded on the 10th of June, Lady Patti and I had 
the opportunity to represent the Grand Commandery at the Grand Bethel In-
ternational Order of Job’s Daughters session held from the 21st through the 
23rd of July in Jefferson City; and the Grand Assembly International Order of 
Rainbow for Girls session held from the 30th of June through the 2nd of July in 
Springfield. We were also in attendance at the United Grand Commandery 
Knights Templar F & AM, Prince Hall Affiliated, session held on the 9th and the 
10th of July in St Louis. There are additional required out-of-state meetings to 
be attended in August and September. And, there are the Regional Confer-
ences and Regional Conclaves either scheduled or being planned through the 
following months that I will be attending. 

Gentlemen, it is my sincere hope that as the year progresses you will take a 
little time out of your schedules and participate in the Regional Conclaves. 
These gatherings are not intended for just local Commandery officers. They 
are for the Sir Knights not currently in line – the “new” Sir Knight who was re-
cently knighted – the Sir Knight perhaps interested in joining the officer corps 
of his Commandery – the Sir Knight looking for information about the Knights 
Templar Eye Foundation or the Holy Land Pilgrimage. In short, the Regional 
Conclaves are for the Sir Knights who desire to be part of something special, 
something unique, something greater than the sum of its parts. The Regional 
Conclaves are for the Sir Knights who want to be of service to the Fraternity. 

Sir Knights, I have these two final items: 

First, as initiated a couple of years ago by Sir Knight Larry Odom, Past Right 
Eminent Grand Commander (2015-2016), your Knight Templar supplement will 
feature articles by not only your Grand Commander, but also by your advancing 
Grand line officers. 

Second, I wil l close with an excerpt from a Psalm of David,                                 
“The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 

And those who know thy name put their trust in thee, for thou, oh Lord, hast 
not forsaken those who seek thee.” (Psalm 9: 9-10, RSV) 

Be Strong In The Lord! 

Sir Knight Roger D. Fleer, Grand Commander 

2018 GRAND COMMANDERY DRILL COMPETITION 

Class A Rankings: 
First - Palestine 17 (95.0) Second - Ascalon 16 (87.9) .................... .............

Class B Rankings: 
First - Ivanhoe 8 (89.8) Second - Ascension 39 (79.9) ....................... ..........

Class C Rankings: 
First - DeMolay 3 (95.4) ......................

DO IT GOD’S WAY 

It is terrible to be handcuffed by the misery of our own existence. We call our-
selves Christians and we think that we should live a perfect existence marked 
by blessings, joys, and gifts of grace – all from our loving God. However, from 
the Word’s promise and eternity’s point of view, our lives are stifled and we 
seem to be held back. 

The concerns of money, stewardship, giving, and increase – our interpretations 
and motives – often become mixed up in our human limitations, our spiritual 
short-sightedness, and ultimately our lack of faith to take God at His Word. 
This leads us to develop a Satanic ideology that tells us that all of our money 
and possessions are solely for the purpose of satisfying our ungodly motives 
and carnal ambitions. However, according to the biblical order of God, God 
blesses those who do it His way – follow His plan, flow in His purpose, and 
walk in their inheritance. 

Do not be too unhappy. Our tomorrow can be brighter than our yesterday. Our 
destiny can be greater than our history. Our dreams can be fonder than our 
memories. We just need to let God speak to our heart today and do it His way. 

God desires that we move Him from being our last resort to our first priority! It 
is God’s will that we move the Word of God from being our spare tire to our 
steering wheel! 

We all get our blessings from the same source because, according to James 
1:17, every good and perfect gift comes from the Lord our God. One Christian’s 
life cannot be rich while another Christian’s life is not. 

Blessings that God can send through a person last, God will send to that per-
son first. If God can not send a blessing through us, then God won't waste His 
time sending it to us. A lot of times when God is blessing us, He is really on His 
way to blessing someone else. God’s glory is connected to our giving.
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