
 

DAVID C. LADD, R.E.G.C. 
5304 Woodridge Dr. 
Monroe, NC 28110 

dladd@laddweb.net  
 

 

 

Editor: Ludwik Wodka, KT – ludwikwodka@yahoo.com 

 

Christian Greetings Sir Knights, 
 
Independence Day is upon us and we are packing the bags for Maggie 
Valley.  Kathryn and I look forward to spending time with our friends and 
making several new ones.  As I was filling out the registration, I had a 
long pause when I came to the line for guest’s names.  I remember 
taking our daughters and the fun we had as family.  Time marches on, 
but I do miss our time with them. 
 
We are privileged to have part of the supplement from our Eminent 
Grand Prelate.  His words are relevant to my message this year at the 
district meetings.  The Love we as Brothers of this fraternity so open 
profess.  I was very moved by these words as I hope you will be. 

 
In His Service,  

David C. Ladd 
Grand Commander 

 

Pen of the Prelate 
Greetings Sir Knights,   
 
At the time this was written, we found ourselves approaching the time 
of Pentecost, a time of the anticipation of the coming of the Holy Spirit 
to help us in with our hearts.  Pentecost begins fifty days after Easter 
Day and ends on Advent Sunday, four Sundays before Christmas Day. It 
is when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles (Acts: 2). The Holy 
Spirit still comes to us to lead, guide and comfort our hearts. 

 

That is in our hearts; what we think, and what we believe, is played out 
in our actions, good or ill. The Christian Church is a place where like-
minded followers of Jesus assemble weekly to share in the corporate 
worship of God.   

From Acts (15:8-9) we read “And God, who knows the human heart, 
testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; and 
in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction between 
them and us”(NRSV). The reflection from Miguel Escobar, writing for 
“The Forward Day by Day” for May 2nd says, “in this passage we hear 
that God is working at the level of the human heart, cleansing and 
shaping this beating ball of muscle that is common to us all.”  
 
I like the reality of the overused metaphor of the heart.  The actual heart 
is a “beating ball of muscle” that sustains life.  However, we have 
become accustomed to having it represent what we believe, think, and 
feel.  These are emotions actually taking place in our minds. So, language 
that is descriptive of a person operating from his heart or mind only 
affirms this artificial distinction.  I don’t mean to abandon the heart 
terminology all together. So, let us assume that the spiritual heart is a 
small part of our brain; similar to the pituitary gland.  Therefore, when 
we speak, we speak of our thinking and believing.  We think with the 
hearts of our minds. Sadly, we only find out about corrupt hearts when 
someone says or does something sinful and/or criminal on the 6 pm 
news.  These are people who should have gone to God in prayer for help 
long ago.  
 
In the tradition of the Church that I assemble with, across America, we 
all open our services with these words “Almighty God, to you all hearts 
are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen” (1979 Book of Common Prayer, p. 355). I am sure every 
Christian tradition has a similar opening petition of prayer for help. From 
such a prayer we know that we (in and of ourselves) cannot “fix” 
ourselves.  We need help.  We need the Holy Spirit of God, the God 
spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles: “And God, who knows the human 
heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to 
us; and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction 
between them and us.” What’s in your heart?  Amen. 
 
Reverend John T. Frazier  
Grand Prelate 
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