
 
Sir Knights of Nebraska, 
 
     Summer is upon us and we will soon be celebrating the 4th of 
July.  We are very fortunate to live in the nation that we do and 
have the opportunity to be part of organizations such as 
Freemasonry and Commandery. 
     In the previous article that I shared with you, I asked that as 
individual Knight Templars we focus on three areas:  Purpose, 
Passion, and Participation.  The ultimate goal of these focus areas 
is to rejuvenate us as Knight Templars and to strengthen our 
Commanderies and Blue Lodges. 
     In this article we will look at four objectives that I ask each 
Commandery strive to accomplish this year.  They are practical, 
necessary and achievable.   
     They consist of the following: 
 
1. Opening and Closing- Per the Grand Encampment constitution 
each Commandery should open and close a conclave quarterly.  If 
you have not done this in awhile or do not feel you have the 
bodies to do so, reach out to me and we will work on making this 
happen.  Case in point, in May, myself and 4 other Sir Knights 
visited Gethsemane Commandry #21 in Columbus.  We went over 
the proper cuts of the sword, signs and passes.  Was it perfect?  
No, far from it, to include the Grand Commander.  Was it 
enjoyable and educational? I received that impression from every 
Sir Knight I spoke with that night.  The idea being that you have 
to start somewhere.  As Commanderies we will never get 
anywhere if we don’t take the first step.  While we are on this 
topic, one suggestion, don’t let the naysayer tell you that it is not 
possible.  Stay positive and be that spark in your Commandery. 
 
 

2. Conferral of Orders- Send Sir Knights from your Commandery 
to the conferral of the orders and strive to have at least one 
candidate receive the orders.  Now for some Commanderies this is 
a tough one.  Having said that, the Orders are being conferred 
twice a year by Mt. Calvary in Papillion with the participation of 
other Commanderies.  Also, there has been discussion about 
having the Orders conferred in a city towards the west.  While a 
date has not been established yet, this is still the goal.     
 
3.  Reception of the Grand Commander or his representative- as 
the year goes along I will be contacting the different 
Commanderies to coordinate a visit.  As of this writing I have 
visited 3 Commanderies and had a great visit each time. 
 
4. Sponsor a social event- Lastly, each Commandery needs to 
come up with a social event where all Sir Knights can get together 
to include spouses and family.  The ideas concerning this are 
limited only to what you can come up with.  Whether it is a dinner 
before your conclave, going to the movies, BBQ, picnic, 
Christmas Observance, rodeo or attending a ball game, I 
encourage you to have a time where you get together and enjoy 
each other’s friendship. 
 
     Sir Knights, these four objectives are not meant to be 
oppressive but rather something to strive towards with the 
knowledge that when reached, it will instill a sense of pride and 
accomplishment with the overall goal of strengthening your 
Commandery. 
     Enjoy the 4th of July, and I’ll be talking to you soon. Write or 
call any time. 
 
 
R.E. Grand Commander 
Sir Knight Cecil Smith 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Nebraska 
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