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Sir Knights, 

On the 4th of July, not only do we celebrate the birth of our nation but we are also 
reminded of the principles and ideals upon which our Founding Fathers fought for 
and established, so future American generations could enjoy our tradition of po-
litical freedom and liberties. Th ey are enjoyed by all who live in this great nation, 
which guarantees that Knights Templar can meet, perform ceremonial activities and 
continue to provide funds for research of visual problems, through the Knights Tem-
plar Eye Foundation.  We also enjoy the freedom of religion, thus allowing Knights 
Templar to select clergy and provide them the opportunity to travel to the Holy Land 
and learn by their presence in the Garden of Gethsemane.  From their travels of the 
Holy Land, where certain momentous events took place, we look forward to them 
sharing their experiences and stories with us.  So, for this Independence Day, let us 
not forget the sacrifi ces our men and women in the armed forces have given us and 
continue to give unselfi shly, and please thank them for their service and dedication 
to our country.     

Sir Knights, here are some of our upcoming events to participate in:
July 7th is our Grand York Rite Quarterly meeting, which will be held in the Grand 
Lodge building in Albuquerque.  As a reminder, roll-call is taken of all Commander-
ies, and Dias Offi  cers are expected to be in attendance to represent and to take back 
to their Commanderies information provided and shared at the meeting.

Th e 2nd annual Land of Enchantment Festival will take place in Santa Fe on July 27th 
and 28th 2018, and will be a combined participation of degree work from our Com-
manderies throughout the state.  If you know of a Master Mason you feel would enjoy 
our Orders, please encourage them to register and attend this worthwhile festival of 
degrees.  I look forward and am excited to seeing our Sir Knights in attendance.  

Th e 67th Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar is just 
around the corner.  Th e triennial will be at the Marriott Downtown in Indianapolis, 
Indiana from August 18th to the 22nd.  For those who plan on attending, if you 
haven’t done so, please ensure to submit your registration and confi rm that your 
hotel reservation is fi nalized.  I look forward to viewing the drill competition, which 
will begin on Saturday and followed by a “Pass in Review”.  On Sunday, there will be 
the Divine Service and in the evening the Grand Master’s reception. Th e business 
sessions will begin on Monday morning with the public reception of distinguished 
guests and the Grand Commanders.  Th e business session will continue on Tuesday 

with the Grand Master’s banquet Tuesday evening. Installation will occur Wednesday 
morning followed by the adjournment of the session.  I hope to see you there.

Awards
Th is year, the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of New Mexico presented 
the 2018 New Mexico Knight Templar Cross of Honor award to Sir Knight J. Erick 
VanEckhoutte of Shiprock Commandery No. 15. Th is prestigious award is given once 
a year to a very deserving member, and Sir Knight VanEckhoutte was chosen in rec-
ognition of his many years of support of Knight Templary in New Mexico and his 
involvement in his community.   

(Left  to Right) R.E. Grand Recorder Lawrence E. Tucker, Sir Knight J. Erick VanEckhoutte, 
Betty VanEckhoutte, President of SOOB in Farmington, and Stephen A. Balke, (then) 
Grand Commander.

Drill and Ceremonies
At the end of each article, I will be inserting short basic information on the Drill 
and Ceremonies of our Commanderies.  

Commands: 
Th ere are two kinds of commands, one which tells what to do, the other when 
to do it, as in, Forward, MARCH. Th e former are called Cautionary or Prepa-
ratory commands; the latter are commands of Execution. 

Make sure to keep up with what is happening and latest news by visiting our web-
site https://nmyorkrite.org or our FB page https://facebook.com/NMYorkRite!

Yours in the Faith,
Christopher A. Larsen, II
Grand Commander


