
       

Sir Knights, 
 
 I retired from teaching high school science classes in 2010 and 
have kept myself busy by; trying to catch up on those honey-do projects 
that never cease to pop up, working guest services for a local golf club, 
and volunteering down at the Lodge. Since I had all that time on my 
hands, I was appointed to the local Masonic Building Board. Our Building 
Board, at the time, was making ends meet as long as we didn’t have the 
roof fall in. We proceeded with a few projects like refinishing the floor of 
our Dinning Hall which at one time doubled for the local YMCA (good 
sized room), built an elevator shaft to install a lift for the handicapped 
and the rest of us who just need a ride to the second floor, and recently 
finished adding a handicapped restroom, along with many other smaller 
projects.  Most of the work was done by volunteers. Of course, I got the 
opportunity to participate.  What an educational experience! The 
abilities and craftsmanship demonstrated by my brothers never ceases 
to amaze me. Those who could not do the physical labor often 
contributed by doing the fund raising and added their moral support to 
the projects. 
 

 I learned that a building takes a lot of maintenance and general 

upkeep. What was a good Idea and fundamentally sound back in 1930 is 

not always compatible to the modern technology of today.  So we 

update. And someone must do it, and it comes with a cost.  Fortunately, 

we had the ability to raise enough funds to pay our debts. The building 

looks better and is being used more frequently. The biggest benefit may 

be the ownership and pride felt by the brethren who participated on the 

work crews and the resulting comradery that was communicated  

between them.  I am sure that most of our Sir Knights can share similar 

stories of the Friendship and Brotherly Love that was developed and 

nurtured within the Craft. As we are caretakers of our buildings, we also 

are responsible with upkeep and evolution of our beloved fraternity.  

 All South Dakota Sir Knights will have that opportunity to 

participate in the maintenance and upkeep of the Grand Commandry of 

South Dakota at the Grand York Rite Session to be held at the Best 

Western Plus Ramkota Hotel (605-336-0650) in Sioux Falls, SD. On 

September 20-22, 2018. You can test your zeal at our Silent Auction that 

will be held in the hospitality room. Thursday’s activities include the 

Grand Trustee Meeting, Joint Session of the SD York Rite Colleges, 

Welcome Banquet, and conferral of the Order of High Priesthood. Friday 

will include the Grand Opening, followed by the memorial service, the 

Grand Conclave of the South Dakota Grand Commandery, Recognition 

Banquet, and the Order of High Rollers. Saturday is filled with 129th 

Grand convocation of the South Dakota Grand chapter of Royal Arch 

Masons and the Grand Assembly of the Grand Council Cryptic Masons of 

South Dakota.  Our Grand York Rite Session will conclude with the South 

Dakota Grand York Rite Banquet. More information can be found at 

www.yorkrite.com/sd or by contacting George Bauder (605-430-2725) 

email : sd.gryoffice@gmail.com. And remember we can only grow with 

new members.   

Yours in Faith and Zeal, 

Jon Gonsor  

Right Eminent Grand Commander of Knights Templar of South Dakota 
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