
Washington provided her with a sketch of an idea he had for the American flag. Ross 
changed the star from a 6-pointed star to a 5-pointed star. The flag developed 
consisted of 13 stars arranged in a circular pattern on a blue background in the 
upper left corner with 13 horizontal stripes, 7 being red and 6 being white. 

It was not until July 4, 1960 that our current flag was adopted when Hawaii 
became the 50th star to be added to flag.  

If this new Country had a flag, they had to have a song! On March 4, 1931, 
the Star-Spangled Banner was adopted as the national anthem. 

Francis Scott Key 
 During the war of 1812, Key along with John Stuart Skinner, a British 

Prisoner Exchange Agent, dined aboard the HMS Tonnant as the guest of Vice 
Admiral Alexander Cochrane, Rear Admiral George Cockburn, and Major General 
Robert Ross. Skinner and Key were trying to negotiate the release of prisoners, one 
of whom was Dr. William Beanes. Because of Key’s knowledge of strength and 
positions of British units and the intent of Britain to invade Baltimore, Key was 
unable to return to his own ship and was forced to watch the bombarding of the 
American forces at Fort McHenry during the Battle of Baltimore on the night of 
September 13-14, 1814. The next morning, Key could see the American flag – the 
Star-Spangled Banner – triumphantly waving above the fort during the American 
victory. The flag that flew over Fort Henry was a 15-star, 15-stripe variation and was 
stitched by woman named Mary Pickersgill and approved by Congress in 1794. 
Inspired by what he had witnessed and on September 14, a 35-year old lawyer and 
amateur poet penned the words to a song entitled “Defense of Fort Henry.”  

John Stafford Smith 
The Anacreontic Society which was a Gentleman’s club in London that was 

inspired by the 6th century BC Greek poet, Anacreon, who wrote odes on the 
pleasure of love and wine. The president of the society, Ralph Tomlinson, penned 
the words to the society’s constitutional song, “To Anacreon in Heaven” and John 
Stafford Smith wrote the music around 1773.  

Key gave a copy of his poem to his brother-in-law Judge Joseph H. 
Nicholson who saw that the words fit a melody “The Anacreontic Song;” the first 
printing of the song was on September 17. On September 20, the Baltimore Patriot 
and The American printed and called the song, “Tune: Anacreon in Heaven” which 
became very popular and 17 newspapers from New Hampshire to Georgia printed it. 
Thomas Carr of the Carr Music Store in Baltimore became the first to publish the 
words and music together under the name of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

And there you have it, three people who changed the course of history and 
defined who the United States would become by our Flag and by our National 
Anthem.  

The Grand Commandery officers and I would like to wish all Sir Knights in 
Tennessee a peaceful Independence Day as our Country celebrates its 242nd 
birthday! 

 
Burks Taylor 
Grand Commander 
 

  

 

Happy Independence Day! 
Proclaim Liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof! 

 
UPPER EAST AND KNOXVILLE AREA ASSOCIATIONS WELCOME NEW KNIGHTS! 

The Upper East and Knoxville Area York Rite Associations completed their 
Spring Festivals recently with a total of 51 being Knighted.  Shown in the 
photographs below are the classes, with Upper East Association on left and Knoxville 
Area Association on right.  We congratulate these new Knights and look forward to 
their contributions to Templary! 
 

   
 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
The United States of America 

History tells us that on July 4, 1776, fifty-six men from 13 colonies came 
together and adopted the Declaration of Independence which was when the 
Colonies of America declared their independence from Great Brittan. Seven years 
later in 1783 the Revolutionary War ended with a successful victory, and five years 
later our Constitution was adopted in 1788. What was to become of this new 
nation? Well, to be like other nations we had to have a flag and a song. Three people 
best known for the contributions ultimately changed the course of history with their 
actions.  

Betsy Ross 
Elizabeth Griscom “Betsy” Ross is given the credit of making the first 

American Flag. According to her family’s tradition, she received a visit from George 
Washington in 1776 who was then commander-in-chief of the Continental Army. 
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