
The Princess and the Pea

There is a children’s tale about trying to identify who, among 
several, was the real Princess of the kingdom. The test was to 
place a pea on a bed beneath a high stack of mattresses. The 
Princess would be the one who was so sensitive that she would 
be made uncomfortable because of the presence of the pea.

My query is this: Who among us is disturbed by the tiniest 
irritation? Who among us wastes our meeting time with picky 
complaints and creates discord in the Craft instead of paying 
attention to the important issues? Conversely, there are those 
who create the irritation, the complainer about insignificant things, 
also consuming time and energy.

Consider this. Whether the individual is the “Princess” or the 
“pea” proper communication is important. Perhaps there is some 
modest merit in either case. Take the concerns to the proper 
people, be it the Secretary/Recorder, Commander, committee 
chair. Believe it or not, we communicate. As Grand Commander, 
I talk, text or email virtually daily to our Deputy, Recorder and 
Department Commander. My Blue Lodge and York Rite Body 
operates similarly.

Don’t be a Princess or a pea, be a communicator.

S.K. Peter Dumont, G.C.
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Christian Chivalry

The dawn of the warrior monk to the record of history – at least 
outside of the Shaolin in China, that is  – most probably occurred 
in A.D. 1119 at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem. 
On Easter that year, 300 Christian pilgrims were ignominiously 
slain en route to the Jordan by a Muslim horde who ambushed 
them outside of the town of Bashan. 

There were few knights remaining after the first crusade, and 
those there were arrived too late.

But a group of perhaps 30 or so nobles from France had taken 
up observance at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. Their vows 
of peace and obedience required they laid the sword aside. 
But after this slaughter of the innocent on such a holy day, and 
then the utter defeat of Roger of Selerno just two months later, 
on June 28, along with his entire army and a cadre of knights, 
these veterans of the First Crusade were enabled to give up 
their vows of non-violence and take up the sword and buckler 
in the necessary defense of Christendom. Among those men – 
indeed the principal behing the petition to the king – was Hugh 
de Payens, the first Grand Master of the Poor Knights of Christ 
and the Temple of Solomon – the Templars. 

In January, 1120, at the Council of Nablus, the Order was officially 
sanctioned by Warmund, the Patriarch of Jerusalem. 

The merging of warfare with an obedience to God may seem 
contradictory. But to ensure peace, it has been said, we must 
prepare for war. Further, consider that our worst enemy is most 
often ourselves, that to live a truly observant life we must slay 
the false trappings of our egos to make room for an indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit. Thus the sword becomes a necessary symbol 
– not just of authority, but of decision. Not just of war, but of 
ensuring peace.

– Editor


