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Greetings my Fellow Sir Knights;
We had our beginning of term meeting on May 5th and discussed the many issues 
which face our Grand Commandery and our Constituent Commanderies. It was a joy to 
meet and talk to our Leaders and future leaders of our Grand Commandery Family. Our 
Ladies enjoyed a special program presented by my Lady Linda! Thank you, Linda, for 
your innovative ideas which pique the interest of our Ladies. 

We recently celebrated the 150th anniversary of the founding of St. Elmo Commandery 
#9, and performed a rededication. I would like to thank all the Officers and members 
of St. Elmo Commandery, and let us not forget the Ladies for hosting a first-class event, 
the decorations and meal was spectacular, I also want to thank all the Grand Command-
ery Officers who showed up in force to make the ceremony even more special! What a 
great way to start off the next 150 years of Templary in Meriden.

As July approaches we look back on the Easter season with reverence and Joy in Our 
Risen Lord and Savior. We also enjoyed Grand Masters Day and the things that make it 
special, the Parade the cheerful faces of the Residents as they watch us, march up the 
Hill. We enjoyed honoring Brother and Companion Melvin Johnson our Most Worshipful 
Grand Master! Oh, and don’t forget the mustard on our uniforms! LOL

As I think of July of course I think of picnics and fireworks! But as a Mason I think of 
the father of our country George Washington! But as a Knights Templar I ask; Was 
George Washington a Templar? As it turns out that question is fielded at the “George 
Washington Masonic Memorial” often! Sir Knight Mark Tabbert who is the Director of 
Collections at The Memorial answered it simply! NO! Well that let the helium out of my 
balloon! But we do know there were Commanderies during the era of the revolution-
ary war! My home commandery of Washington #1 traces its roots back to 1776! Which 
actually predates the Grand Encampment by 26 years. 

There is however evidence that there was a Royal Arch Degree conferred in Fredericks-
burg Lodge in Virginia, a few months after George Washington was raised a Master Ma-
son in 1753. But that’s as far as it goes, we have no real evidence to confirm that George 
Washington’s furthered his pursuit of Masonic Knowledge in the York Rite! This could 
well be understood, because in only a few short months was the start of the French and 
Indian War from 1754-1763, which started a chain of events, which included Indepen-
dence Day in Philadelphia on July 4th 1776, and eventually lead to the Revolutionary 
war of 1812.

So, while we OOH! And AY! At the fireworks this year let us remember our Brother 
George who fought to make our country free from the heavy hand of Britain, and also 
think of our fellow Sir Knights in our own Commanderies who fought on distant shores 
around the globe, to give us the freedom to meet peaceably in our own asylums. We 
pray for a blessing upon our Veterans! Let us remember to thank our Veterans for their 
service to our Country. 

Our Northeast Department Conference will be here shortly! The leadership training 
provided at the conference is a valuable tool to be used by our Sir Knights. Its not for 
Eminent Commanders but for the Junior Elected and appointed Officers of our Com-
manderies! They are our future leaders, encourage them to go and to secure their place 
at the conference in Albany. I can’t wait to greet our future leaders in Albany! Let’s take 
advantage of the free training offered every September at the Northeast Department 
Conference! If you have some future leaders, sign them up for this valuable training! 
This training is provided free! Contact Sir Knight Stuart Drost the North East Department 
Commander at email hc5kt@comcast.net .  

This year our Eminent Grand Master Sir Knight Jeffery Nelson has made a priority of 
“Membership:”, as well he should, given a decline in our membership. I encourage each 
Sir Knight to do his own search! Go to www.knightstemplar.org then click on “Member-
ship” then go to the bottom of the page and click on format PDF. Print out this valuable 
tool given to us by the Grand Master and Study it, let’s use it in our Commanderies! We 
need to! Because if we? As has been stated in the past “If you keep doing what you’ve 
been doin, you’ll keep getting what you’ve been getting”. That is not what we want Sir 
Knights! Failure should not be an option!  

                                    “Live Templary, Be of Service”
Michael E. Seamon KTCH

Grand Commander


