
  

On his faith Kevin provides the following. 
My faith journey has been a long and interesting one. When I was a very young boy 
my family were members of the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church, but my parents 
were not actively involved in the Church. My first steps in my journey started with 
my older brother, who was very involved with his Church after he moved out of 
our house. Figuring that I had nothing to lose, I attended my first services at what I 
would come to learn was a Pentecostal Church, which was very diverse and active. 
We were all really focused on the life of Christ and I never felt the place was 
judgmental or focused on negative pressures, which are common mistaken 
assumptions of the Christian way of life.  This all changed, when I moved from 
South Dakota to Abilene, Texas.  There, I went back to the Pentecostal churches 
and chose (out of the two I saw) the one closest to my home. One feature of 
Abilene, Texas was a sort a dividing line, which some say was South 7th Street or 
North 1st Street (which were divided by railroad tracks) Let’s say, I went to the 
church on the “wrong side” of the tracks for me.  In the beginning I was welcomed 
and accepted as the leaders of both churches really wanted a diverse congregation, 
but eventually, several members of the church made it quite well known that I was 
not welcome. I was then invited to a church with some friends and again, 
judgmentalism (the “us vs. them” mentality) reared its head and instead of 
focusing on Christ’s love and grace, they were focused on using Christ’s message to 
justify their notions.  It was a low point in my faith, and I decided that perhaps 
salvation would not be found in a church, but in philosophical studies.  At the age 
of 19, I began a focus on studying philosophy. Later, I was accepted into Gonzaga 
University, where I studied with the Jesuits and it was there, I gained more 
appreciation of my faith and the gifts of Christ.  While I was not Catholic, I decided 
to reinvest my faith into my Lutheran roots, but this time in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America (ELCA). It was there almost 15 years ago, that I really 
found a home, where the teachings of the gifts of Christ, about not what we can do 
to distinguish ourselves from others, but how we can see each other as brothers 
and sisters in life abound, and that the Grace of the Lord is salvation from sin for 
each of us.  More importantly, we also should accept that judgement is not our 
place, but the place of the only one with the wisdom and knowledge to perform 
judgement.  Until His judgement is rendered, we should all work together to accept 
each other and serve the purposes He has for each of us.  So many relationships 
are destroyed because of prejudging and a desire for superiority, which is not to 
accept His role for us, but to replace His wisdom with our imperfect knowledge 
and unenlightened understanding.  
 

Yours in the Service of Christ, 

Sir Knight Kevin S. Matthews  
Right Eminent Grand Commander 2018-2019 

Send inquiries to gcktdc@gmail.com 
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The following is a short biography on REGC Kevin Matthews. 

 Kevin was born in Nampa, Idaho and was adopted into a military family.  
Due to his father’s military service, Kevin was afforded many opportunities 
to travel during his youth. After graduating from Abilene H.S. in Abilene, 
TX, he moved to Spokane, Washington, later enrolling at Gonzaga 
University. At Gonzaga, he participated in the Waseda/Oregon program 
attending Waseda University in summer 1997. Kevin earned a B.A. degree 
in International Studies concentrating in Asian Studies and the Japanese 
Language. After graduating, he accepted a teaching position in Chiba City, 
Japan at the Board of Education.  After 1 year at Gonzaga, the terror attacks 
on September 11, 2001 took place. Deciding to postpone his career in 
Accounting he petitioned to join the US Navy, receiving an appointment to 
report to Officer’s Candidate School almost 2 years after the terror attacks; 
he was then able to complete his first MBA and complete his second 
Master’s degree in Accountancy. Kevin graduated in November 2004 and 
was commissioned an Ensign in the US Navy.  In flight school, he was 
selected for P-3 flight training and earned his Wings of Gold in July of 
2005. He later reported for his operational tour at VP-45 (Pelicans). Kevin 
participated in Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, Caper Focus, 
and served over Kosovo during his time in his operational unit. After VP-
45, Kevin served on the staff of the Commander, Naval Installations 
Command, serving in the Strategic Management Programs (N-15), where 
he worked in areas of training development, financial management and 
workforce development. After over 8 years in the Navy, Kevin left to return 
to his accounting career, becoming a CPA in November of 2012. He 
specialized in tax accounting, having worked as a volunteer tax preparer 
while serving in the navy. After working at local firms in the DC area, Kevin 
was selected to join KPMG in the field of Global Mobility Services, working 
on international tax and employment issues.  In 2016, Kevin started his 
own practice, Beta Solutions CPA, LLC.  He’s an active member of the 
Reston Chamber of Commerce, the Asian American Chamber of Commerce 
and other community-based organizations. Kevin is married to the former 
Phoebe Cheng and they have a son, Zachris Matthews. His wife works in 
Financial Management and was born in China, immigrating to the US in 
2001. Their son will be a starting freshman at Thomas Jefferson H.S. in Fall 
2019. Kevin’s hobbies are mentoring youth via the Civil Air Patrol’s Cadet 
Programs, traveling and golfing. He is currently the Squadron Commander 
of Arlington Composite Squadron in Arlington, VA.                                            



  

 


