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Sir Knights, 
This month, the Order of the Temple will be conferred by Trinity Commandery 
No. 3 on Monday, July 29 at 818 Market Street in Wilmington.  I hope to see 
many of you there.  There will be a Multi-Jurisdictional Festival for the Capitular 
Degrees on Saturday, September 28, at Fredericksburg Masonic Lodge #4 in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia.  The Grand Chapter of Virginia will be opening at 8:30 
am, and the conferral of the degrees will begin at 9:00 am.  Your brethren from 
Delaware will be conferring the Past Master’s Degree.  If any Commandery has 
petitioners for the Orders who are not yet Royal Arch Masons, I encourage you 
to contact them and make sure they are aware of this date.  The Chapters of 
Delaware are not planning a separate conferral of the Capitular Degrees for the 
fall.  The Cryptic Degrees will be conferred on Monday, October 23, by Gunning 
Bedford Council No. 1 at 818 Market Street in Wilmington, at 7:30 pm.  There is 
discussion underway of conferring the Cryptic Degrees at the Multi-Jurisdictional 
Festival, as well.  The Illustrious Order of the Red Cross will be conferred by 
Trinity Commandery No. 3, at 818 Market Street in Wilmington, on Wednesday, 
October 28, commencing at 7:30 pm.  The Order of Malta and the 
Mediterranean Pass will be conferred by St. John’s Commandery No. 1, also at 
818 Market Street in Wilmington, on Thursday, November 14, at 7:30 pm.  The 
Order of the Temple is scheduled to be conferred by St. Andrew’s Commandery 
No. 2, at 1478 Wyoming Mill Road in Dover, on Thursday evening, November 21, 
at 7:30 pm.  Note that candidates are asked to arrive at 6:30 pm that evening.  

This date is subject to change, because RW Evan R. Moody, Deputy Grand 
Master of Masons in Delaware, Grand Master-Elect, is expecting to make his 
Grand Master’s Visitation to Harmony Lodge No. 13 A.F. & A.M. in Smyrna (just 
north of Dover) on that date.  As we discovered last fall, this poses a dilemma for 
many Sir Knights who would like to attend both events.  Further information will 
be provided in this supplement as it becomes available. 

 
To follow up on last month’s supplement, the 51st Annual Voluntary Campaign 
for the Knights Templar Eye Foundation has concluded.  Our Grand Encampment 
has acquitted itself acceptably, ranking 33rd in per capita giving, but I continue to 
encourage each of you to consider contributing to the 52nd Voluntary Campaign, 
if you have not previously contributed, or to increase your contribution if you 
have contributed to this worthy cause in the past. 

 

In May, I had the pleasure of attending the Annual Conclaves of the Grand 
Commanderies of Virginia and West Virginia.  I extend my heartfelt thanks to the 
Sir Knights of those jurisdictions for the warm welcome and the hospitality I 
received, and for the honorary membership in their Grand Commanderies.  
Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the Annual Conclave of the Grand 
Commandery of Pennsylvania, which overlapped that of West Virginia.  Because 
West Virginia, like Delaware, is in the Mid-Atlantic Department, I went to 
Wheeling.  Also, West Virginia has pepperoni rolls, which are a sign of God’s 
goodness to Man (to be fair, you can find them in parts of Pennsylvania, too), and 
a personal weakness. 
 
At the banquet of the Grand Commandery of West Virginia, I was privileged to 
hear an inspiring presentation by the Rev. Jonathan I. Dillon about his trip to the 
Holy Land.  Sir Knights, our Grand Commandery has sufficient funds set aside to 
choose a minister for the Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage.  We are actively 
seeking a credentialed Christian minister (ordained, certified, licensed, etc.) for an 
expenses-paid study pilgrimage in Israel for 11 days.  This is an opportunity to 
identify a local minister who will benefit, and more importantly, whose current 
and future congregants may benefit, from walking where our Lord and Savior 
walked.  I cannot emphasize enough how transformational this journey can be for 
a man of faith.  Information on the Pilgrimage can be found online at 
http://www.kemerley.com/Freemasonry/KT/HLP/Holy_Land_Pilgrimage_INTRO.h
tm.  Links to the guidelines for the selection of ministers may be found there, as 
well as the nomination forms and information about the Pilgrimage.  I encourage 
the Sir Knights of each Commandery to invite a local minister to consider the 
possibility, and to present a nomination form.  Forms may be submitted to S.K. 
Fred M. Palmer, R.E. Past Grand Commander and Chairman of the Holy Land 
Pilgrimage Committee, S.K. Lawrence H. Biederman, E. Grand Warder, or myself. 
 
Sir Knights, as we celebrate our Independence Day this month, I’m sure we can all 
recall those opening words: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”  I commend to your attention also the closing words: “[F]or the 
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our 
sacred Honor.”  Brothers, I humbly beseech you to remember that all men are 
your brothers, Children of God.  I beseech you to remember that we all are the 
beneficiaries of our Savior’s Grace, which is, assuredly, an act of God’s Grace, and 
not something individually earned.  I wish you and your families a blessed 
summer. 

 
Yours in Templary, 
John A. Eberly, R.E. Grand Commander 
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