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Dear Sir Knights and family wherever dispersed,
 July is an important month in our nation’s history for it marks the birth of 
our country.  As we celebrate the 4th with the usual barbequing with family 
and friends, the festivities enjoyed by all during the day and those luminous 
�reworks that brighten the evening sky, let’s take time out to remember those 
who sacri�ced their homes, wealth and in many cases their lives that we are 
able to have the freedoms we do today.   So let’s take time to re�ect on those 
events and those gallant men and women who made our freedoms possible.  
 One might ask what this has to do with Templary.  As most know many 
of our founding Fathers were Freemasons and some of those were Knights 
Templars, such as Paul Revere who was knighted on December 11, 1769 and 
General Joseph Warren knighted May 14, 1770.  Many more were soldiers 
under the command of such as George Washington.  Was George Washing-
ton a Knights Templar?  My research and the research of others say no.  I 
recommend you take time to read “Our Templar Heritage in the United States 
by Ned E. Dull, Most Eminent Grand Master, 1982-1985. 
 While we re�ect and remember those from our country’s beginning let’s 
take the time and energy to remember our Fraters.  Many are struggling with 
life’s daily duties, many have serious health issues or a plethora of things 
weighing in on them.  When was the last time one of you has called one of 
your Sir Knights and asked them, are you okay, do you need help or can we 
pray for you.   I know I have mentioned to several knights while eating dinner 
or waiting for our Conclave to open, “I wonder why he hasn’t been to Com-
mandery lately.”  Perhaps a phone call will give you the answer.  I know I am 
going to do a better job of checking on those in our Order and all Masons in 
general.  
 I am sorry to say that many of our Sir Knights and Masons do not do a 
good job of checking on the sick, in�rmed and distressed in our Order.   I ask 
that you commit yourself to checking on those that have been absent from your 
monthly Conclave or those you know who are sick or troubled.  One never 
knows what good a phone call or card can bring to a troubled soul.  Something 
as simple as a birthday card sent can be uplifting to most.  Who knows if we 

did this routinely we might cure part of our membership problem.  For a 
Knight saved from NPD requires less e�ort then trying to reinstate a Knight.  
�ink about it?
 Last month I stated we all operate from a code of conduct and I quoted 
the 10 Commandments of Knighthood by Leon Gautier.  I said that many 
believe they were outdated.  Take a look at number 4 and see how it relates to 
the 4th of July and how you can put that into practical application.  If you can’t 
remember number 4 perhaps you need to reread that section.  
 Sir Knights in closing I leave you with these words.  May your 4th be 
surrounded by family and friends, may your plate be �lled with the many bless-
ings that God has provided for us, may your goblet be full to the brim, may 
your hearts be �lled with the love and joy only Jesus Christ can o�er and when 
you end the day remember all Fraters on bended knee. 

Yours in Faith and Christ our Savior, 

Ronald L. Parks, KYCH
Right Eminent Grand Commander 


