
 
right fit for me. After careful consideration, I decided that if I were 
elected as Grand Senior Warden, I would give it my best and try to 
learn everything I could about Templary. As I began to do more 
Inspections and met more and more Sir Knights, I found that this is 
the best part of the job. I have been privileged to meet so many Sir 
Knights, not only in Illinois but also from other States that I cannot 
begin to remember all of their names, but I do remember all of their 
friendly faces, and I hope that they remember mine.  
  This is to me one of the greatest rewards of being a Knight 
Templar. During the coming year it is my intention to meet and 
become friends with many more of the Sir Knights of various 
Commanderies around Illinois.   
  I am truly grateful for the friendship of Sir Knight Robert Keith 
Cronk who has been a mentor and traveling companion during 
these past several years. 
  It is my sincere promise that I will, to the best of my ability fulfill 
the duties and responsibilities of the office to which I anticipate 
being elected to and to fill that office with dignity and respect. 
  I am truly excited, honored, grateful and proud to serve the Grand 
Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Illinois for the 
Templar Year 2019-2020. 
God Bless You All 
Courteously,  
William J. Farris, V.E.D.G.C. 
 

Grand York Rite Bodies of Illinois 
will meet at the Marriott Hotel and Conference Center 

Normal Illinois 
 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 
Thursday, August 1, 2019 

 
Grand Council of Cryptic Masons 

Friday, August 2, 2019 
 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar 
Saturday, August 3, 2019 

 
All Dias Officers are expected to be present 

illinois supplement  19 18 july 2019 

Greetings Sir Knights: 
  In anticipation of being elected to serve as the one hundred 
sixtieth Sir Knight to serve the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templar as Grand Commander in Illinois, the most prestigious 
Masonic Body of all of the Masonic Organizations in Illinois, I 
consider it a great honor to serve the Sir Knights of Illinois. 
  Let me introduce myself to you. My name is William J. Farris. 
When I was raised a Master Mason in 1995, I was not even aware 
of the York Rite of Freemasonry, let alone Knights Templar. A 
member of my lodge was a very active member of the Valley of 
Freeport, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, and persuaded me to 
join the Valley of Freeport. He introduced me to a number of 
members from the Valley and in time I began to participate in the 
various degrees. As a result, I was fortunate to serve the Valley of 
Freeport as Sovereign Prince and later as Commander-in-Chief. 
  Brother and Sir Knight Ervin Woeffel first introduced me to the 
York Rite and the Knights Templar. He drove me to Palatine 
where I received my degrees in the Royal Arch Chapter and to 
Evanston where I received my degrees in the Council of Cryptic 
Masons. He also signed my petition for the Commandery Orders 
in Crusader Commandery and made sure that I knew when the 
meetings were and that I should attend. Past Grand Commanders 
Alvin L. Brown and Robert K. Cronk wee both members of 
Crusader Commandery and guided me through, with their 
knowledge and soon friendship, the various stations of the 
Commandery. It was Past Grand Commanders Robert Cronk and 
Robert Martin who became my frequent traveling companions. 
 When I was appointed to fill the vacancy of Grand Junior Warden 
by Sir Knight Russell L. Schlosser, I was not sure that this was the 

 


