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Grand Commander’s Pin Explained 
By SK MICHAEL ROBBINS KCT 

Grand Commander 
 The concept for my lapel pin for 2019
-2020 was conceived and designed by 
Past Most Illustrious Grand Master 
and Sir Knight John Bridegroom. 
 I informed John that my vision for 
this year was for our Sir Knights to be 
more aggressive in both spreading 
our Message and recruiting Member-

ship, using the tools of our Order, but most importantly the sword 
and buckler, when we were told as Pilgrim Warriors to pick up that 
sword and buckler and to go forth and defend the Christian Reli-
gion. 

The inner part of my pin represents the humble beginnings of 
our ancient brothers, surrounded by the Latin SIGILLVVM MILITVM 
XPISTI, translated as Seal of the Soldiers of Christ. 

The shield reminds us that the path to salvation is not an easy 
one, and is littered with temptations and obstacles along the way. 
The black and white within the shield reminds of the beauceant, or 
the battle flag of the ancient Templars, wherein we learn that the 
Templars were fair and favorable to the friends of Christ, but dark 
and terrible to his enemies. We bear this banner in memory of our 
ancient companions and as an incentive to emulate their self sacri-
fice and devotion. 

The crossed swords should remind all of us of our solemn obli-
gation at the Altar as Knights Templar, and that we have all Sealed 
our Faith at the point of the sword to protect and defend destitute 

18 
19 

indiana supplement july 2019 

widows, helpless orphans, and the Christian Religion. 

By SK MICHAEL ROBBINS KCT 
Grand Commander 

My overall strategy for 2019-20 is to implement some new ide-
as and programs which will increase participation from all mem-
bers. Hard work above and beyond the minimum standards will be 
recognized and rewarded. For the Sir Knights who were unable to 
attend the Winter Meetings here is a brief outline of some of the 
activities scheduled for 2019-20: 

I hope the first Grand Commandery Monitor will be released on 
the Grand Commandery website in May. This monitor will be sup-
plemental to the Constituent Commanderies Mentorship Pro-
grams, to help insure that new members are receiving all of the 
information that they desire. 

I want to hold three Knight Templar Academies to assist with 
paperwork, ritual, tactics, Receptions, and Inspections. 

I plan a slight restructuring of the current Ritual Award Pro-
gram, instituting a fourth level to increase participation. 

Also, additional points will be awarded to Sir Knights who are 
giving the Ode to the Skull, Prelate’s Address, or Chamber of Re-
flection for the first time at an Inspection. Hopefully, this will en-
courage Sir Knight’s to learn a new part or to get up off the side-
lines and participate in our Orders. 

Commanderies will receive bonus points on the Activities Sheet 
for hosting and providing the meal for the Reception of the Grand 
Commander. 

I also plan to conduct a scored uniform Inspection at Recep-
tions, but for informational purposes only rather than points. 

Finally, at the 2020 Annual Conclave, plans are being made to 
host the first Ritual Competition in conjunction with the Drill Com-
petition. 

These are just a few of the ideas planned for the 2019-20 Com-
mandery year. I hope to dig deeper into each one in the months to 
come. 

GC’s general goals for the year 


