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Greetings to the Sir Knights of Kansas! 

In our last issue, I spoke of the original Templars, and how they 

were known as men of humble means.  This was true not only of the 

pre-charter Templars, but also of those who came with St. Bernard 

after he gained recognition and Charter from the Pope.  The ancient 

Templar pledged his entire fortune to the Order, payable in 

advance.   All properties, lands, castles and monies became 

possessions of the Order and at first were used to fund their travels, 

armories, and increase fortifications.  The Templar wealth, often 

referred to in myth, comes from them having vast tracts of land; 

which they usually sold to fund their works in the holy land.  

 Well, we don’t ask everyone to turn over their entire 
fortune to the local Commandery anymore – or maybe it is more 
apt to say while we do encourage the practice, it is completely 
voluntary in nature.  Far be it from me to stop some generous Sir 
Knight from turning over his possessions to his Commandery.  While 
the modern Encampment of Knights Templar doesn’t require 
everything, the Commandery itself does have some costs involved, 
most notably the uniform.     

 It would be nice to see every Sir Knight in Kansas have a 
Class A uniform, or at least Cap and Mantle, with sword and 
scabbard.  I myself, am still using a sword given me, from my 
Commandery’s hand-me-downs.  I remember the Sir Knight whose 

name is on sword I wield; he was the Junior Warden at my 
Knighting.  But I did put forward, the cost for a Uniform, then the 
belt and chapeau, because in the Commandery, we have a 
commitment to looking the part. We need these uniforms for more 
than just our inspections; we need to wear them at all public 
functions we attend as a Knight Templar.  I remember a few years 
ago, after marching in the Leavenworth Veteran’s Day Parade, a 
little child came up to me and said “thank you Mr. Knights Templar.”  
It was too cute.  But the point of that little anecdote is that the 
uniform is recognizable and having one is part of being a Templar. 

 I bring this up, because it seems that this is one of the things 
we don’t seem to remember to tell a new member when he joins.  It 
should be one on the list of things we should inform someone 
before they join:  “Brother, we will expect you to piece together a 
uniform.”  When I say that simple sentence, I do mean “piece,” as 
the cost is prohibitive for most to purchase the entirety of one at a 
single time.  In former times, as well as modern, a knight was 
responsible for his uniform.  The local Commandery can help a new 
Knight, as it seems we have closets with belts, swords, chapeaus 
and sometimes uniforms, that we can lend or give a new member to 
help him get started.  However, I do believe that a sense of pride 
should inspire each of us to have “one of my own.”  I plan on 
ordering my own sword and scabbard in the very near future, and 
giving the one I’m using to a Knight that needs one. 

 If we are to be the “penultimate body in Masonry,” we not 

only have to act the part, we have to look the part as well.  

 
 
Sir Knight Jamie L. Carwell 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar of Kansas 
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