
 

May supplement correction 
 

     Sir Knights, it has brought to my attention by a few readers, that 

a good deal of my May article was WRONG! Thankfully, one of 

the folks who informed me of the errors also provided me with the 

corrections and explanations of said errors.  

 

     To refresh everyone’s memory, the May article was talking 

about how one of the programs in Montana that was coming to its 

end of life and how now would be a great time for the York Rite 

Masons of Montana to pick up the ball and run with it in some 

form. Within that article, I made some associative errors of which 

will be corrected now. 

 

     “Montana Grand Lodge AF&AM does not now, nor has it ever 

sponsored Bikes for Books or Kindles for Kids.  This is a program 
completely and 100% sponsored by the Montana Masonic Foundation. 
 
The program is not administered by the local Blue Lodges in their 
respective communities.  The program is administered by the Montana 
Masonic Foundation with the gracious and welcome assistance of the 
local Blue Lodges and Grand Lodge. 
 
The Montana Masonic Foundation does not provide "matching funding" to 
local lodges, be they large or small.  The lodges provide funding to the 
Montana Masonic Foundation by way of a donation to the program from 
the lodge and the Montana Masonic Foundation then purchases bikes 
that the lodges can then present.  No funds go from the Montana Masonic 
Foundation to the lodges. 

 

The Montana Masonic Foundation, has in the past, provided Foundation 
checks to the various stores that the lodges use to purchase bikes.  In the 
current iteration of the program the Foundation is purchasing the bikes 
directly and having them drop shipped to the lodges. 
 
The Montana Masonic Foundation did not make the decision to 
discontinue the program in two years.  The program was actually ended 
last summer.  It was through feedback from the lodges received at the 
December meeting of the Foundation Board that resulted in a proposal to 
continue the program for two more years under a revised process. 
 
The Montana Masonic Foundation is a separate organization from Grand 
Lodge, with a different mission and different priorities.  The Montana 
Masonic Foundation is a public educational and scientific charity, 
established by Grand Lodge for those purposes’ decades ago.  It is not 
the mission of the Foundation to support Grand Lodge or its programs, or 
the local lodges.  However, where possible, the Foundation will support 
charitable endeavors of the local lodges and partner with them providing 
charity in their communities. 
 
The Foundation is actively looking for opportunities to benefit local 
schools and school children.  Our grants the last several years to needy 
schools and school programs have averaged over $40,000 per year.  We 
would like to increase that since many schools, particularly in rural 
communities, have needs that are not being met by current tax funding.” 
 

The above information was passed on to me by Right Worshipful 

Brother Bruce Lahti, Grand Treasurer for Montana Grand Lodge so 

I have a warm, fuzzy feeling that the information he passed on to 

me is correct. Thank you, Brother, for whispering good council in 

my ear. 

 

The original intent of the article was to try to start a buzz going 

about what we can start doing as York Rite Masons but that was an 

epic fail. It did accomplish one thing though, I now know that our 

Grand Lodge and our Masonic Foundation are two distinct and 

separate entities, Grand lodge is not the Foundation and the 

Foundation is not Grand Lodge. I would like to learn more about 

the roles, functions and responsibilities of each and with the aid of 

well informed Brothers, that should not be hard to do. 

 
Respectfully submitted by: Dan Koch REPGC 

With assistance of Worshipful Brother Lahti, GT, MT AF&AM 
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