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2018-2019 Grand Commander’s Address 

 

The following is an excerpt from SK Ron Penfold’s address to the 

130th Annual Conclave for those who were unable to attend. 

 

Behold how good and how pleasant it is for the Brethren to dwell 

together in unity. 

 

It is always an exciting time when we come together as 

Companions and Sir Knights and enjoy the fellowship of our 

fraternity. First thing I want to say is Thank You. Thank you for 

placing your confidence and trust in me during my year as your 

Grand Commander. Thank you for the hospitalities extended to me 

when I visited your Commanderies. It has truly been an honor and 

pleasure to represent you as Grand Commander of Knights 

Templar. 

 

I am very proud of those Companions and Sir Knights that attended 

the North Central York Rite Conference held in Sioux Falls last 

year. North Dakota was well represented and I thank each of you 

for attending. 

 

During this year, I attended the Minnesota Grand York Rite 

sessions held in St. Cloud and the South Dakota sessions held in 

Sioux Falls. In December, it was an honor to attend the Christmas 

observance programs held in Grand Forks and Mandan. Both were 

quality programs. 

 

We are a unique organization and the programs and energy 

expended in putting on the quality degrees reenergize our fraternity, 

 

 

and when we bring new members into our York Rite, we show 

them the true meaning of friendship, fellowship and brotherly love. 

 

Mandan just conducted a York Rite festival in February. These 

classes which we have held in February for several years have 

helped to curb our dwindling membership, especially in the 

Northwest. The Mandan team practiced and put on quality degrees, 

and I appreciate their time and effort in seeing that the Annual 

Festival was successful. The Companions and Sir Knights from 

Fargo planned on attending the festival, but a blizzard closed the 

roads and they were unable to attend. The same quality degree work 

holds true with Grand Forks and Fargo. Individuals make a 

difference in how the York Rite grows and prospers. It is the Power 

of One in the York Rite that can get the wheels turning. 

 

It is the Power of One with drive, energy, motivation and leadership 

that will renew and grow the York Rite. We all must continue to 

step up to the plate and do the extra that keeps the York Rite 

growing. Membership is a must and we have so much to offer for a 

Master Mason seeking more light. Every Master Mason receives 

the substitute word, but he should also see the true Word and 

become a Royal Arch Mason. 

 

Masons have a reverence for God, a compassion for those who 

suffer and a desire to do right because it is in our character. You as 

an individual have that Power of One to do more and you can have 

an impact in your Lodge and community. Leadership is the key that 

unlocks the door, destroys apathy and creates new leaders. Are you 

that Power of One? 

 

Upcoming York Rite Dates 

 

KYCH, Knight Masons, RCoC (Carrington) – September TBA 

North Central Department Conference (Sioux Falls) – Oct. 25-26 

HRAKTP (Carrington) – December TBA 

ND York Rite Grand Sessions (Fargo) – April 24-25, 2020 
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