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My Fellow Fraters: 
 

 I trust that you are having a wonderful summer. Summer is the 

time when many of us have a chance to slow down a little from our 
hurried lives. For most of us, our Masonic commitments are reduced 

during the summer months and we have more time to enjoy and spend 

time with family and friends.In July, we celebrate the birth of our nation 
and the sacrifices it took for us to secure life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness.  
 

Our Grand Senior Warden, S.K. Gene Fricks, has asked to address our  
Sir Knights concerning the Knights Templar Eye Foundation and it’s 

importance to every individual Sir Knight. His message follows.  
 

May God continue to bless and guide you. 
 

Yours in service to the Lord, 

SK Matt Macready, KCT 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 2019-20 
 

Important Dates 

 

 The New Jersey Grand Council of Royal & Select Masters will 
hold a statewide degree festival on August 17th in Burlington at the 
Fellowship Center. They will offer both the Royal Master and the 
Select Master degrees. There is a registration fee. 
 
The Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania will confer all 3 Knights 
Templar orders in Harrisburg, PA also on August 17th. The Order 
of the Temple will be conferred in full Templar costume and armor. 
There is a registration fee which includes lunch. 

 

 

Knights Templars 
 

Providing Masonic CHRISTIAN values 

throughout the ages. 
 

 
 

 

KTEF Campaign in New Jersey 
 

If you attended the Grand Council annual convocation in Toms River in 

March, you received a briefing on the CCMS program sponsorship of 
vascular regeneration research. 

The presenter indicated that so much progress had been made that such 

radical surgical procedures as amputations of limbs for vascular system 

failure would be a thing of the past by this summer. 
Your Life Sponsor participation in the Knight Templar Eye Foundation 

underwrites similar work in the remediation of blindness.  

Recently, a professor at the University of Pennsylvania reported that they 
had reversed retinopathy in the eyes of two children using a stem cell 

treatment. This is a huge step forward. However, it is expensive. Like 

with most new technology, costs will decline with greater use. 

Your Life Sponsorship costs $30, onetime, and goes totally to research 
programs like those at Penn. That’s about the cost of three packs of 

cigarettes in New Jersey.  

So, what’s the trade-off – a couple packs of smokes or the chance to 
restore sight to a child? Do you know of ANYTHING closer to a ‘no-

brainer’? 

If you are not a Life Sponsor, contact your commandery recorder now for 
a contributor form. It’s even tax deductible, and you avoid an every-year 

assessment from the Grand Commandery. Participations at higher levels 

are also available for your support. 

 
S.K. Gene Fricka, Grand Senior Warden 

Chairman of the N.J. Eye Foundation 
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