
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Sir Knights,  

      

     We started with an acronym for the word SERVICE—with the letter “S” 

which represents support for our various charities including the Grand 

Encampment Eye Foundation, the Holy Land Pilgrimage, the Education 

Foundation and St. Bernard’s Priory. The letter  “E “ stood for enthusiastically 

volunteering to undertake necessary tasks without grumbling and complaining 

and by being Christ-like  in serving when or where needed.   

     Taking personal responsibility as models of Christian charity and service and 

for attracting and retaining new members is represented by the letter “R”. The 

vision of achieving strong and active Commanderies is part of the concept 

represented by the letter “V”. This is a vision that can be achieved by working 

together. In the word expressed in Philippians; “in humility value others above 

yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of 

the others.” 

     “I” for integrity suggests the application of the Golden rule to our everyday 

lives. Also, it was found that integrity is not inherent, but through regular 

practice can be developed in each of us. The sixth letter of the acronym is “C”. 

This represented caring for one another—again placing the welfare of others 

before our own selfish interests. Such behavior has been seen as the true source 

of meaning and happiness in one’s life. We, as Masons and Templars, can 

provide this sense of purpose and meaning for others by remaining true to our 

vows.  

     We have now arrived at the final letter in our acronym—the letter “E” 

representing enlightenment. The dictionary defines enlightenment as being 

furnished with spiritual understanding, or to give information to inform.   

     Our acronym of “SERVICE” provides us with an understanding of what it 

means to be a Knight Templar.  That by a chivalric persona of service to God and 

our fellow man we are becoming more Christ-like in our daily lives. Placing 

others above our own narrow self-interest causes us to become more spiritual and 

gives our lives more meaning and purpose. A meaningful other-focused life is 

one that serves God by serving others. His only Son, the Great Captain of our 

salvation, gave mankind the great gift of salvation by sacrificing His life that we 

might share eternal life with Him. To give meaning to His great sacrifice, let 

each and every one of us follow in His footsteps by making meaningful sacri- 

 

 
 

fices too—of our time and resources to benefit others. In His Holy Name we 

need to serve and in this fashion strive to become more Christ-like in our daily 

lives. 

 

Courteously, 

David A. Hardy, R.E.G.C. 

 

 

Grand Prelate’s Corner 
 
     This month we once again celebrate our Independence Day as a nation. I 
share with you a piece of our history. Atop the hill in Washington, D.C. stands 
the Capitol Building of the United States of America. The cornerstone was laid in 
1793, but the crowning touch is the statue on top of the rotunda known as the 
“Freedom Lady” that was placed there in 1863.  
     The Freedom Lady stands nearly 20 feet tall and stands proudly atop the 
dome. A crest of stars frames her face. A shield of Stars and Stripes is in her left 
hand. The Latin phrase “E Pluribus Unum,” meaning: “Out of many one”, is 
inscribed on her base. Sculpted in Rome, “the Lady” was brought to America 
aboard a sailing ship. During the trip across the Atlantic Ocean, a fierce storm 
developed. The captain ordered cargo thrown overboard to lighten the load. 
The sailors wanted to throw the heavy statue overboard, but the captain 
refused, shouting over the wind, “No! Never! We’ll flounder before we throw 
‘Freedom’ away.” And so, “Freedom” was saved and the statue stands above 
the dome today. 
     Because one man stood for “Freedom”, each one of us has received a legacy 
of freedom. As Americans, we enjoy probably more protection of individual 
rights and more freedom than do any other people on the face of the earth, but 
it takes each one of us individually to stand up to the task to defend “Freedom” 
and not toss it out of our lives or better yet use it for only our own purposes.   
     Freedom is not license. Freedom does not mean that we ought to do 
whatever pleases us most in the moment.  Freedom does bring with it 
responsibility, but sometimes it is difficult to find the balance between freedom 
and responsibility. Yet our lives are to be motivated not by contrition; we are to 
be inspired by compassion. God’s love is available to calm the stormy seas of 
our lives and we have been given the responsibility to love others the way that 
we have been loved.  
     Freedom does bring with it responsibility. Freedom should be taken seriously 
as a precious gift and it should be used wisely as a powerful tool. The Scottish 
novelist, George Macdonald once wrote, “Free will is not the liberty to do 
whatever one likes, but the power of doing whatever one sees ought to be 
done, even in the very face of otherwise overwhelming impulse. There lies 
freedom indeed.” 
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