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Greetings Sir Knights, 

 Summer is upon us, our Commanderies have called off from labor 

(remember that we do not “go dark” in the summer, with all its daylight, 

rather we “call off” for a respite). Yet, Templar activities, and the work of 

your Grand Commandery, continue on.  There will be Parades to march 

in, Picnics and celebrations to attend, and visits to make with friends.  

Before long Fall will be upon us and we will need to reform our ranks to 

begin our work again.  We should be preparing for a few things in the 

meantime lest they sneak up upon us and take us by surprise. 

 One of the greatest programs run by the Grand Encampment is the 

Holy Land Pilgrimage whereby ministers of the Gospel of Christ may 

receive the blessing of a first trip to walk where our Lord trod while on 

earth.  Our ancient forbearers were originally formed to protect pilgrims 

traveling to those sacred sites in Jerusalem and the surrounding country.  

Now, we send pilgrims ministers there to better enable them to feed their 

flocks at home because of the spiritual and historic insights they gain. But 

ministers cannot participate in this program if they are not nominated by a 

Commandery.  Your Grand Commandery will pay the cost to send at least 

one pilgrim minister form New York to the Holy Land and back, covering 

all trip expenses in between. Additional ministers may be sponsored by a 

Commandery or another group, but they still must be nominated by a 

Commandery to your Grand Commandery’s committee. The deadline is 

October 1
st
, and it takes time for a minister to get approval from their 

Church and make other arrangements, so you should start the process 

now, if you have not already done so. 

 Also coming up quickly is the one-day conferral of Orders in 

Harrisburg, on August 17. The deadline for candidates to register, and for 

those having lunch, is August 12.  We will not be able to accept “walk-

in” candidates or supply last minute meals, so please plan ahead.  This 

conferral will be different for a couple of reasons: The Order of the 

Temple will be conducted in Historic regalia, which means that all SKs 

participating will be wearing real chain mail.  And, while the Knights are 

conferring Orders, you Lady may participate in other programs just for 

them. One of those programs will be a talk on the Grand Encampment 

Holy Land Pilgrimage by SK Rev. Nathan Minnich, PC, who has 

participated in the tour as a Pilgrim and is now on the Staff.  Come join us 

for this unusual event, and be sure to invite your Lady as well. 

 Yours in His Service, 

 SK Richard F. Muth, Grand Commander 
 

Some Upcoming Events: 

 July 7 – Tuskegee Airman Memorial wreath laying, Sewickley 

 July 27 – Joint Testimonial for the MPGM & the REGC, Beaver 

 August 17 – One-Day Conferral of Orders, Harrisburg 

 September 21 & 22 – Gettysburg Memorial Weekend 

 October 1 – Holy Land Pilgrimage nominations are due! 
 

A Letter from the Grand Prelate: 

 I extend my warmest greetings for a festive and joyous 4th of July 

celebration!  May you and your family and friends be blessed as we 

rededicate ourselves to the ideals of those early Americans. 

 In reading the materials of the early founders of our nation, we are 

reminded that many of their ideals drew from a number of sources.  From 

the Native Americans came the idea of a federation of states.  From the 

Jewish scriptures came the idea of proclaiming liberty throughout the 

land.  From our Christian heritage came a concern for compassion for one 

and all and a yearning to build a better type of nation that would be built 

upon peace, love, and charity for all.  Some spoke of it as the New 

Jerusalem that St. John depicted in the Book of Revelations. 

 In the many years since then, we have learned that we have not 

always lived up to our aspirations.  From time to time we have not treated 

one another as we ought to have.  We have tolerated a dimmer vision of 

our better instincts.  For these instances of mistrust and neglect, we are 

first called out by God to repent and then we are invited to do better with 

the help of our God who calls us forward. 

 As St. Paul said in Philippians 1:3, “I thank my God every time I 

think of you.”  May you delve deeply into the teachings of our Order of 

the Temple.  May we each strive to be the people whom God can use to 

spread the Gospel of love and reconciliation. 

 Your frater in Christ, 

 Rev. David A. Eichelberger PDC, KCT 
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