
 

Adoption of the Papal Bull “omne datum optimum” 

     The first Grand Master of Templars Hugues de Payens died around 1136-

1337, being succeeded at the head of the order by Robert de Craon. 

     Over the course of 21 years, the number of Knights Templar grew to over 300, 

with about 3,000 people subordinated and possessing tremendous riches (land, 

donations, homes, castles, from Jerusalem to central Europe). The increasing 

influence of the Templar Order made the Grand Master Robert of Craon ask Pope 

Innocent II to issue a bull through which not only to expel the order from any 

authority but also to confer a series of privileges that would lead further to the 

impressive development of this order. 

     Eight years before the Second Crusade, following the request of Grand Master 

Robert of Craon, Pope Innocent II adopted the "omne date optimum" (29 March 

1139), which definitively enshrines the Rules and privileges of the Order of the 

Templars. 

     The Papal Bull is primarily addressed to Robert, the Grand Master of the 

Religious Order of the Templars in Jerusalem, applicable both to him and his 

brothers present, and to the future forever. In the opening part of the papal act 

reference is made to the Knights Templar in the sense that, from sons of anger, 

made for the pleasures of their age, they have become obedient listeners of the 

gospel, have left worldly ostentatiousness and private property, choosing with 

humility to lead a life among the knights of God, and always bearing on their 

chest the sign of the life-giving cross. Since they were known as temple knights, 

the bull says they were appointed by the Lord to be defenders of the Catholic 

Church and attackers against the enemies of Christ. The Pope encourages 

ministry in the Lord for the sins of the Templars by ordering that by the authority 

of God and Saint Peter the Templars are entrusted with the right to fight against 

the enemies of the Cross so that everything under the tyranny of the heathen must 

be saved from their dirt. Through this act, the Pope not only justifies the holy 

wars, but also shows that the things the Templars gather as loot, it must be in 

their own use and forbids that they be constrained against their will to give onto 

others. 

     With regard to the "House" or "Temple" in which the Templars would gather 

together with all the goods and possessions they legitimately acquired at present 

or which may be acquired in the future by concessions of the bishops, by the 

generosity of the kings and princes, by the gifts of the faithful, belong to the 

Templars but would be under guardianship and apostolic protection for all time. 

Thus, no ecclesiastic or layman could violate or diminish the habits established 

by the Grand Master and the brethren in order to respect their duty and religion, 

habits which have been fixed in writing (refer to the Regulation), and can not be 
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changed by anyone other than by the Grand Master with the consent of at least 

the best chapter (one chapter - the council had 12 members - as much as a 

Commander has the minimal number at present, and one Master could not initiate 

brothers without the accord of the chapter, and at the beginning, before granting 

the brotherhood, the rules were read). It was also forbidden for any ecclesiastic or 

layman to ask the Templars to urge the Master and Brothers to any kind of favor, 

homage, oath or other guarantees as they often used in profane life. For those 

who entered the Knights Templar Order, the bull required each Templar to 

"remain in the call to which he was called", that is, after a person was received 

into the Holy Order, he no longer could return to profane life, after having made 

a knighthood and assumed the religious custom 

     The bull specified an important thing for the Templars, who were defenders of 

the church and should have live and been supported by the church's assets, 

namely the prohibition by any means of tenure against the will of the Templars of 

all movable and immovable possessions and of anything that would belong to the 

Knights Templar Order. By doing so, banning the tenures of the Templars, they 

gain considerable financial independence, which makes them become the first 

bankers to make transfers of funds, and also the means of securing credit to 

Westerners who would go on a crusade or pilgrimage. 

     Another important element in the privileges granted to the Templars is that 

they could receive honest priests and clerics who received ordination in God that 

could live in the temple or other places subordinated to him, provided that, if they 

were in the vicinity of a bishopry, the Bishop of the place was asked. It should be 

noted that the priests and clergy who entered the Knights Templar Order were not 

subject to anyone except the Chapter, and would give obedience to all and to all. 

They are also forbidden to preach for money or profit, and to be sent to preach 

for the same purpose, unless the Grand Master makes a provision to that effect. 

     The bull omne date optimum referred to the redemption of sins as well as 

other benefits to Templar communities and servants, as they were also 

recognized. Thus no one was allowed to take possession, to keep the goods, or to 

bear them of any maltreatment, if they are used for the good of the order and the 

rest of the faithful of God in any possible way. 

     Finally, the Papal Bull also shows that anyone who knows this decree and 

tries to act against it, after being warned two or three times and not properly 

correcting his conduct, would lose his dignity of power and honor. He would be 

accused of the injustice committed before the divine court and will not be worthy 

of the flesh and blood of the most holy of our God, the Lord and the Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

     After the publication of the Papal Bull, the Knights Templar Order would 

continue to function also in line with the clear and precise rules given by the 

Retraits (habits for the order) and by the Conventions. 
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