
 

 

 KTEF PRESENTS GRANT TO VANDERBILT RESEARCHER 
 In May, the Knights Templar Eye Foundation recognized Dr. Irina 
De la Huerta, Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences 
at Vanderbilt University as the Grand Recipient of the annual research 
grant presented by the Knights Templar Eye Foundation.  Funds for this 
grant were made available in part through the generous donations of the 
Knights of Tennessee. 
 Dr. De la Huerta’s research focuses on studying the effects of 
high blood sugar levels in infants, particularly those born prematurely, 
and in developing treatments to prevent retinal disease of childhood that 
are associated with high blood sugar levels. 

The following message from SK Burks Taylor PGC recognizes the 
hard work of Tennessee Knights: 

“Sir Knights, on behalf of the Knights Templar Eye Foundation I 
would like to thank each of you who made a donation to the Knights 
Templar Eye Foundation during the 51st Campaign (6/1/2018 – 
5/15/2019). Through your generosity, $49,405.05 was given. 12 
Commanderies will receive a certificate for giving at least $5.00 per 
member and 16 Commanderies will receive a year plate for their KTEF 
plaque. Again, Sir Knights, we received back more than we gave. 
Congratulations to Nashville Commandery No. 1 for giving the most 
money of $10,427.05 and to Lookout Commandery No. 14 for giving the 
most per member at $45.03. Within the Grand Encampment, Tennessee 
ranked 6th in giving and 20th in per member giving. We did finish the 
campaign 100% life sponsors. Sir Knights remember this, we do not know 
when the next dollar given will be the dollar that finds a cure or a better 
treatment for children with vision disorders. Please, please continue to 
give to this worthy cause.” 

Of the total $65,000, almost $50,000 was raised by Tennessee 
Knights and Commanderies.  These funds allow researchers such as Dr. 
De la Huerta to continue their important work. 

The photograph below shows representatives from the Grand 
Commandery of Tennessee presenting the grant to Dr. De la Huerta. 
Pictured left to right are, Roy Tillman “Tim” Sutton III, Eminent Grand 
Senior Warden; Clarence L. Crump, Right Eminent Grand Commander; 
Burks Taylor, Right Eminent Past Grand Commander and State Chairman 
of the Knights Templar Eye Foundation; Dr. De la Huerta, Grand Recipient, 
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences at Vanderbilt 
University; Dr. John S. Penn, Snyder Professor and Vice Chairman, 
Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences at Vanderbilt 
University. 

 
 

MASONRY AND OUR NATION’S FOUNDING 
 Much has been written about the role of Freemasonry in the 
founding of our nation.  Although many of the myths have been 
disproven, the fact remains that Masons were heavily involved in the 
movement for Independence and in the major events of the Revolution. 
 The greatest contribution of Masons to the founding of our 
nation lies in the ability of our Fraternity to bring together men of diverse 
backgrounds and a commitment to the ideals of liberty and toleration.  
Masonic lodges are indeed places where men of every creed can meet as 
equals and work together in spite of their varying political opinions; our 
teachings focus on what unites rather than what divides us.  As 
Americans, our political and social structure is based on that same 
principle. 
 Masons can be proud of the fact that the ideals we teach in our 
Fraternity – liberty, equality, and brotherhood – have become the 
foundation of our nation.  As we celebrate Independence Day, let us 
recommit ourselves to promoting these principles that have kept our 
nation strong for almost 250 years. 
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