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Knights Templar and 

"Los Caballos del Vino" (Running of the Wine Horses) 

 

Caravaca de la Cruz is a town located on the border of Murcia and 

Granada in Spain. The Iberians, Romans and Muslims all passed through 

this town, which has developed around its Castle occupied by the Knights 

Templar. However, Caravaca is essentially the holy town, the town of the 

cross that carries its name. According to legend, in 1232 the Moorish 

King Abu Zeid was converted to Christianity when he saw how two 

angels brought a cross down from heaven to a priest held prisoner in the 

castle in order for him to give mass. This legend led to the construction, 

on the site of the main monument of this town in the north-east of Murcia, 

the Chapel of La Vera Cruz. The most important feature of this building is 

its luxurious façade, made from red marble excavated in Cehegín and 

which offers a complete exaltation to the Holy Cross. 

The town passed to the Knights Templar who, in the 13th century, built 

the castle that still dominates the town today. At one time, the Knights 

Templar and townsfolk were under siege by the Muslim army and took 

refuge in the castle. It wasn't long before the water stored in the castle 

became unpotable and several of the refugees became ill. Scouts crept out 

of the castle at night to look for water but found the neighboring wells had 

been poisoned. In desperation, the Knights Templar raced out of the castle 

on horses to find a safe source of water. They found some wine, loaded 

the wineskins on their horses and raced back to the castle. The wine was  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

blessed in the presence the Caravaca Cross and served to those who had 

been debilitated by the bad water. They recovered immediately and the 

blessed wine was mixed with the toxic water in the storage tanks. The 

water became fresh and as a result, the Christians were able to resist the 

enemy. 

Today, an annual fiesta is held in the town to remember those events.  On 

the first day of the festival, horses are paraded through the streets of the 

town without any adornment to show off their natural beauty. This event is 

called “Caballos a Pelo” (Hair Horses). Each horse belongs to a peña (a 

group of villagers who join forces to celebrate the festival together), and 

each peña is accompanied by its own brass brand. 

 

In the early hours of the second of May, the horses are magnificently 

bedecked for the next day race. Splendid mantles embroidered in silk 

and gold threads are prepared during the whole year in preparation for this 

festivity. 

 

In the morning, the “peñas” parade again with their horses beautifully 

adorned. As the day before the town is full of people, horses, music and 

fiesta. 

 

Although it appears that two races are held, only one counts for the contest, 

the one celebrated on the slope of the castle (the Medieval Castle of Santa 

Cruz). The unusual here is that four young men have to run together with 

the horse without ever releasing their hold so as not to be 

disqualified. There are prizes not only for the quickest horses, but also for 

the most beautiful and for the best dressed ones. 

 

The Running of the Wine Horses is a fantastic fiesta to attend, it takes place 

on the same day every year; the 2nd May. The fiesta, known in Spanish as 

the ‘Caballos del Vino’ has been declared as being of International Tourist 

Interest and is a well worth enjoying.  
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