
 

Sir Knights and Ladies 

 

As I sit here at my table contemplating this article, I am thinking about 

all the new Sir Knights that have joined the Commandery in 2019.  I have had 

the pleasure of signing the petition of two of these Knights and I realize the 

responsibility that I have now to make sure that they are included and 

welcomed.  I am proud that they are joining our organization, and that 

Wyoming Commandery continues to grow stronger, thanks to the dedication 

and commitment of every Sir Knight.  It is now up to us to teach them the 

workings of the Knights Templers and all the responsibilities of our organization. 

Wyoming is unique in that it is such a sparsely populated state that, of 

necessity, we become one family, even though our “home” might encompass a 

200-mile radius.   

 

Often in my mind, as I am working on memorization or thinking of our 

new members, my thoughts wander to my grandson, Parker, who is 8 years old. 

Parker has seen me in many times in my uniform, and he was present last 

September when I was installed as your Grand Commander. When he sees me 

in uniform, or sees anything related to Knights Templar, he asks me if I was a 

Captain in an army.  Remember, action heroes are all the rage and believe me, 

he watches all of them!  He is curious about my uniform, sword and why I wear 

it.  I explained to him that this sword was passed down in the family from 

Cheri’s grandpa, SK Donald A. Larimore, to me and that if he joins Knights 

Templar when he is older, I will in turn hand this sword down to him.  As I was 

explaining to him, he said “Someday I will be able to pass this down to my son.”.  

I know that he understands, as well as any 9 year can, what it means to be in 

such a uniquely historical organization. As he grows, I will see that he will 

continue understanding and hope that someday that understanding will 

translate to a “passing of the baton”. 

 

             Our future generations are the reason we must strive to keep our 

organizations strong.  Let’s not short change them. We owe it to them, and to 

our Commanderies, to start now, teaching them what chivalry means and how 

we can apply it in our daily lives rather than confining it to our gatherings.  We 

need to be their action heroes, our morals and values reflected in their eyes as 

they watch us. As Knight Templars we took an oath to, “wield our swords in the 

defense of innocent maidens, destitute widows and the Christian religion.”  

Knights Templars were known to be “Chivalrous”, their integrity unquestioned.  

As society has changed over the years, is it necessary to maintain the same 

courtesies? Yes. I feel more than ever we must strive to be better men.  We live 

in trying times. If any Sir Knight believes that he alone can’t make a difference, 

he is mistaken.   Courtesy can be contagious. Chivalry is defined as honor; 

integrity; courage; justice; generosity; gallantry; unselfishness; kindness and 

respect. These are the qualities we are tasked with, so we expect much from 

ourselves and our fellow Sir Knights. It is within us to meet that definition, but 

we must have the support of each other to do so at times.  I challenge each of 

you to look within yourself.  Do you lead a Chivalrous lifestyle? Believe that 

what you do matters and makes a difference in people’s lives. Show them 

Chivalry.  

 

God Bless 

Greg Shiek 

Grand Commander of Wyoming  
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