
 

Grand Commander’s Farewell 
Sir Knights, Fraters,  
 
My year is closing soon and I want to take a little time to thank all the Sir 
Knights of Arizona for putting me in this position of honor.  I have tried to 
represent Arizona all across the country in the best way I could, and I never 
looked for anything more than friendship wherever I stopped in my visits. I have 
been witness to many different Masonic events, performed parts in degrees, 
had honors given during visits that were way beyond what I felt was deserved. 
The brotherly love and friendship abounds wherever I have stopped, and I will 
never know how to adequately express my feelings. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not say how proud of your Grand Line Officers I was 
this year. At every event they always were there. None were just Figureheads, 
in placing each Sir Knight in the line, I tried to look at who was best and most 
active to help represent you as the Grand Commandery of Arizona. Again, this 
was in state or out of state. We are Ambassadors of the Great State of Arizona, 
and your formal representatives for the Grand Commandery of Arizona.  
Hopefully we did our jobs. I have tried to encourage all Masons to get out and 
travel as much as possible. But alas, that is like pulling teeth, unless you go in a 
large group like some of the Blue Lodges do on a visitation night. Sorry, that is 
not the same! Get out of your comfort zone, go to a meeting, perhaps in your 
former home state or country, or stop by a Shrine or Scottish Rite location just 
to say ”Hi.”  Some are confused as to why we place so much emphasis on travel 
and visits. Remember this: you can only come to like a man if you meet him 
first! Facebook and Twitter are “hidey holes” to avoid physical contact for 
some; others use them as a tool to expand their groups of like-minded voices 
and hope they will meet in person at some juncture in the future. A real 
meeting occurs when two or more are face-to-face, looking in the eyes or just a 
smile on the face.  Communication and visitations are key to Masonry growth. I 
do not care where you go, how many times you go somewhere - that is 
something we all see. In your heart, did you meet some new people and make 
some new friends? That’s all I care about. 
 
I feel our failure with membership this year is my failure.  We drop too many 

members due to their failure to pay dues. WHY? We have cleaned the books 
numerous times. People pay good money to join but then drop out from our 
rolls again, and I ask why? As a Recorder, a Commander, a Generalissimo or a 
Captain General, did you call them to ask why? Do not depend on anyone else 
to do this job, pick up a phone, email, or text them. All of us should be doing 
this.  Who signed the petition to join us? Talk with them. These demits have 
spent a lot of their hard-earned money to join us, and in many cases we failed 
them. I understand some move, some become too ill, and some pass away -- 
but not all. Please take the time to see what happened! 
 
My wife, Mary, and I have made so many friends now in various states, and we 
know that neither of us will remember half of their names -- or they us. But we 
talked to them about Arizona, mentioning our dry heat, great golf, lack of rain 
to spoil out-doors events. They in turn pitched their state’s best features, and I 
would guess each came over as a winner no matter the results of our talks. 
Arizona should be proud as the newest state of the contiguous 48; we are so 
young! We just gained statehood a little over a hundred years ago, and our 
sister state of New Mexico beat us by one month, they becoming a state in 
January of 1912 and we in February of that year. Why is this important to 
Masons? Some states have been holding Masonic meetings since the mid-
1700’s!  Just say they have a head start on us, and also with a larger 
population base. Our time is coming, we want to add new members, but we 
must try to find the key to why so many pay good money and then leave. 
Maybe that Templar treasure lure is just not enough! They must really want to 
find it…Sorry, that’s above my pay grade! 
 
From myself and our Grand Line, we thank you!   
 
Fraternally always, 
 
Hamilton Zachary, Grand Commander  
Grand Commandery of Arizona 
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