
 

those hot summer days when locals are bored and the summer heat 

has become oppressive.  

I am sure there are many more fine ideas for fundraising with 

community recognition and would hope that those ideas would be 

shared at your next social gathering, so all your members will be 

thinking along the lines of what we can do to make our organizations 

more fun and interesting along with making much-needed funds.   

Please keep me informed of your successes and the ideas you 

tried that didn't make the cut. Share with your neighboring 

Commanderies. 

For other public exposure of your good works, consider 

adopting a section of public road to clean up with your Commandery 

name and number posted on the highway. 

Scholarships, fundraisers for members of the community in 

distress, and charitable donations are another way for us to get more 

local name recognition. The more we are known, the more people 

will want to join us and support our good work.  

 

Yours in Christ  

SK Larry Lathrop, REGC 
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A Message from the Grand Commander 

 

 Greetings Sir Knights, summer is upon us and many of our 

Commanderies have gone dark. I hope you all are having a safe and fun 

summer. I have sold my house In White Bird and am in the process of 

relocating to the Coeur d'Alene area.  

My topic this month Is fundraising and community exposure. 

Operating funds are often a sore point with many Commanderies, but 

few people take the time and effort to remedy the situation. If your 

facilities allow it, one of the best fundraisers has always been a 

breakfast; investment is relatively low and it can be put on with a 

nominal number of people. If your first one is reasonably successful you 

could consider doing one monthly during the summer months. A 

luncheon with a guest speaker would also draw people in and get your 

members noticed. If you have a people shortage you could do a joint 

meal with the Blue Lodge in your area. 

A community or Commandery yard sale with tables rented to 

locals, or a Commandery yard sale using items donated by the members 

which they obtained during their summer garage and storage cleanup. 

You could also request donations from the local lodges. Items unsold at 

the end of your sale could be donated to a local charity such as Goodwill 

Industries or St. Vincent DePaul. It is important to advertise your efforts 

to get that community recognition and I suggest having members 

wearing their uniforms present to answer questions from the public. A 

good supply of petitions for the degrees would be appropriate for those 

who might request one. 

Something that used to be popular but isn't seen much anymore 

is the old-fashioned ice cream social. A perfect small-town event for 

 


