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The opportunity to serve as the Grand Commander of Minnesota is both 
surprising and awesome. Surprising because I did not become involved with 
York Rite and the Grand Commandery to become the Grand Commander. I was 
an area deputy for Grand Lodge of Minnesota serving the Marshall Masons who 
wanted to reactivate their Commandery. I was impressed with their enthusiasm 
and decided this was a group of brothers I should work with. A bonus joining the 
Marshall Commandery was that my father, SK Wm H. Pamp, and PGC Neil 
Bengtson were members of Marshall Commandery. PGC Dick Kachman spend 
many hours helping the Marshall Commandery with tactics and ritual, he was a 
great help. One evening Dick indicated he was looking for men to appoint to 
Grand Commandery and I volunteered. I felt that I certainly could help for one 
year based on all the help “Boss Hogg” provided. Surprise, today I have PGC 
Kachman to thank for this opportunity to serve as your Grand Commander, 

It is also awesome. Awesome because of all the great Masons and Sir Knights I 
have met, will meet, and worked with over the last eight years. There are some 
amazingly talented and dedicated men working at Grand Commandery and the 
commanderies throughout the state of Minnesota. To everyone who has 
answered questions, offered help and provided support, thank you. I am going to 
need your help even more over the next 12 months. We have some important 
things to accomplish over the next years and I know without the entire Grand 
Commanderies’ help and every Sir Knight in Minnesota the task will be difficult. 

The work is awesome. There are so many great opportunities and projects that 
we can work on together. I have several areas that I want to focus on:  

Knights Templar Eye Foundation. My father and father-in-law both had serious 
eye problems. My father, through the Eye Foundation, helped other people in my 
hometown to get access to eye care and it resulted in light. I have a keen interest 
in research and education and strongly believe we need to keep funding research 
to prevent blindness. I challenge every Sir Knight in Minnesota to contribute 
$10.00 or more to the KTEF voluntary campaign this year. Thank you all for 
your past support but we can do better. I ask that every commandery in 
Minnesota start today to promote and encourage all your members near and far to 
donate to the Eye Foundation. 

Rock 1: The Minnesota Knights templar will increase donations by at least 10% 

for 2018-2019 campaign.   

Knights Templar Education Foundation. As stated above, I have a keen interest 
in education. I have benefited from scholarships and research grants that 
provided me with a world class education. It changed my life and my family’s 
future. We, as the Grand Commandery of Minnesota, have the opportunity and 
money to support the next generation of leaders. Your Grand Commandery 
officer team will develop a new program and policy to provide scholarships and 
grants to students pursuing post-secondary education. 

Rock 2: The Grand Commandery of Minnesota will introduce a new scholarship 
program by June 1, 2019. 

Holy Land Pilgrimage. This program has been promoted and shepherded by our 
recent grand commanders. They have done an outstanding job. There are monies 
available to send qualified ministers from your commanderies to the Holy Land. 
By all accounts the pilgrimage is an outstanding opportunity and helps fulfil a 
minister’s obligation. The Minnesota Grand Commandery will again participate 
in parking cars at the Minnesota Renaissance Fair to earn money to help local 
commanderies in sponsoring Holy Land Pilgrimages. You must help us to find 
and sponsor a deserving minister. You need to signup and help park cars. It is a 
lot of work, but it also is a lot of fun. What good deed doesn’t require hard work? 

Rock 3: The Grand Commandery of Minnesota will park cars at the Minnesota 
Renaissance Fair in September 2018. 

Strategic Plan. The Grand Commandery of Minnesota introduced a 10-year 
strategic plan at the Grand Session. The purpose of our plan is to understand 
what Minnesota Grand Commandery’s core values are and what we should be 
focusing on. The next two Minnesota supplements will go into more detail, but I 
think this strategic plan and the process of developing the plan were invaluable. 
To whet your appetite; 

“The purpose of the Grand Commandery of Minnesota is to provide guidance 
and support to the Commanderies and Sir Knights of Minnesota, under the 
oversight of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States, 
consistent with our Core Values, Our Masonic Traditions and the Christian 
Faith.” 

Rock 4: Communication of the Grand Commandery Strategic Plan and ongoing 
communication updates monthly in 2018. 

The four rocks you have seen throughout this article are part of the strategic 
planning process. Defined, achievable goals that have a definite time table. I look 
forward to this year. One of my “rocks” is to visit every commandery in 
Minnesota at least once so give me a call or send me an email to make an 
appointment – I will be there. I need your help in accomplishing these goals.  
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