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Happy Dog Days of Summer! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

I wish to start with a brief recap on visitations to the Grand Sessions of Job's 
Daughters and Order of Rainbow for Girls. One of the great perks of this office 
is the opportunity to meet and speak with a wide, varied group of fantastic 
people. It was interesting to sit and listen to what these young ladies have go-
ing on in their spheres of influence. In addition to observing their talent and 
ritual presentations, it was my privilege to present, on behalf of the Grand 
Commandery, donations to these organizations. The Grand Commander's Youth 
Awards were presented to Miss Jessica Hoffman of St Louis, Job's Daughters 
and Miss Emma Wood of Ozark, Rainbow for Girls. Both of these young ladies 
are shining examples of what is correct, proper, and appropriate in our com-
munities. 

This month your officer corps will be headed to Indianapolis to participate in 
the 67th Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment. At this point all your 
dais officers will be in attendance and based on what I have been told we 
should have a good representation across the board. There are 4 candidates in 
the running for the Grand Captain General's station to the Grand Encampment. 
If you are interested, the candidate profiles are listed on the web site, 
www.knightstemplar.org. 

At our Grand Session in June one of the points of discussion was the operating 
procedure of our Educational Foundation. There were two pieces of proposed 
legislation regarding the Foundation that were eventually tabled to next year. 
In the course of these deliberations an amended motion was made, seconded 
and passed to permit your officer corps and the Foundation committee to work 
together to develop a standard operating procedure. To facilitate this your dais 
officers and a member of the Jurisprudence committee will be working as an 
internal review group with the Education Foundation. The intent is to present 
at the 2019 Grand Session legislation that will provide an operating standard, 
and provide a better level of service to the grant recipients. 

Sir Knights, on the 20th of June I had a serious conversation with our Grand 
Senior Warden regarding his intent to resign from the officer corps. Eminent Sir 
Knight Dennis Hammack has served Freemasonry for better than 50 years with 
quiet dignity and great personal honor. He has served the Lodge, York Rite, 
and Scottish Rite in a variety of roles with distinction over the years. Although I 

am saddened, he asked to be relieved and I understand his reasoning. He did 
not reach his decision lightly or in haste, but with careful consideration for our 
fraternity. Dennis will continue to work in the conferral of the Orders and I look 
forward to participating in that work with him. On behalf of the Grand Com-
mandery, I wish to thank Dennis for his dedication and service to Masonry in 
general and to the Knights Templar specifically. My personal best thoughts and 
wishes to you sir. 

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God.” (Ephesians 5: 1-2, RSV) 

Be Strong In The Lord! 

Sir Knight Roger D. Fleer, Grand Commander 

STORMS AND SALVATION 

Many times during our life we find ourselves in the midst of storms – problems 
and difficulties that we must address. Let us think about the story of Jesus who 
proposed to his disciples a trip across the sea of Galilee as related to us by 
Mark (Mark 4: 35-41, RSV). 

Jesus didn’t state, “Let us go into the midst of the sea and drown in a storm.” 
He simply said, “Let us go over to the other side.” However, the disciples failed 
to trust Jesus when they were caught up in a storm during the crossing. The 
disciples still didn’t understand the authority of Jesus. While they were commit-
ted to Him as their Messiah, they had yet to realize that Jesus was more. He 
was Lord over even the physical elements. The disciples, overwhelmed with 
the situation and drawing on what they knew about sailing, weren’t thinking 
about what Jesus had told them. While they were seeking a natural solution, 
they failed to take into account that Jesus was on board and had forgotten His 
words. They needed to trust the word of God even in the midst of a storm. 

In the second book of Peter (2 Peter 1: 16-19, RSV) we witness the glory of 
Jesus, “For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses 
of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father and 
the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased,’ we heard this voice borne from heaven, for we were 
with him on the holy mountain. And we have the prophetic word made more 
sure. You will do well to pay attention to this as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” Peter’s 
assessment of the Holy Scripture declares it more dependable than a voice 
from heaven heard with our own ears. 

Many of us desire a word from God. We pray, “Oh God, speak to me.” However 
the Bible is already there in our hands. God has spoken to us with a written 
word more sure than any audible voice. The Bible is God speaking to us. It is 
God’s word. We need to listen to it.
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