
 
Nebraska Sir Knights, 
 
     I’m in hopes that this article finds you doing well and staying 
somewhat cool this summer. In this article there will be a hodge-
podge of items that I will pass on, but before doing so let’s re-visit 
our goals for this year. 
 
     First, as individual Sir Knights, let us continue to focus on 
Purpose, Passion, and Participation. Take time to reflect on what it 
means to you to be a Sir Knight, be continuously in thought about 
what you can personally do to promote Templary, and lastly be 
active as a Knight Templar in your Blue Lodge and other Masonic 
organizations, be active in you community and in your churches. 
If we actively pursue these individual goals, it can only strengthen 
our Commanderies. 
 
     Second, as Commanderies I encourage you to again: 1. Open 
and close, at a minimum, quarterly. 2. Attend and participate in 
the Conferral of the Orders and strive to have at least one 
candidate this year. 3. Receive the Grand Commander or his 
representative. 4. Host a social event to include families where 
you can enjoy each other’s friendship and strengthen fraternal 
bonds. Again, Commandery should be a forethought not an 
afterthought. 
 
     Now to some highlights that I want to pass on of which the 
first is the upcoming Royal Arch Festival on 8 September at the 
Papillion Lodge in Papillion. I’ve heard many talk about potential 
candidates that we have in mind but until the petition is signed 
and voted on, it is still only a potential candidate. Get your 
petitions signed and sent in and then we can work on the logistics 
of getting the candidate the degrees. Speaking of logistics, if you 

would like to attend the conferral of the degrees in Papillion but 
distance is a hindrance because it necessitates the need to stay 
overnight, I’m going to go out on a limb and state that within the 
surrounding Omaha area we will find you a place to stay free of 
charge, so don’t let that be a hindrance. By the time you read this 
we will be a month out from the degrees, so get to work on your 
potential candidates and let’s make them York Rite members. 
 
     On August 25 and 26th the Grand Lodge is hosting a CHiP 
event at the state fair in Grand Island. This is a great opportunity 
for us to support the Blue Lodge and serve the community, so I 
would encourage you to volunteer. Information can be found on 
the Grand Lodge website at www.glne.org. 
 
     In order for an organization to thrive it must have good 
communication. I’m asking that Sir Knights visit our York Rite 
website at www.neyorkrite.org. Dennis Newman, our Grand 
Secretary/Recorder, is doing a great job on keeping the site 
updated to include dates for upcoming events. As part of an effort 
to promote better communication, I’m asking each Sir Knight to 
send an email to Dennis so that we can include the email address 
in our membership database. This will allow us another means to 
get information out to Nebraska Sir Knights. 
 
     Lastly, I would like to thank all the Sir Knights in Nebraska for 
your diligent efforts to support and promote not only Freemasonry 
but also the York Rite in Nebraska. There are many whom I know 
personally that work tirelessly for the good of Masonry and I 
know that there are many out there whose efforts go un-noticed, 
so Thank You for your work. An example, out of many to choose 
from, is Sir Knight Joseph Charbonneau, our Grand Commandery 
Tactics Officer, who has been traveling to local Commanderies 
and Blue Lodges promoting Commandery, Thank You to him and 
all the Sir Knights who continue to make this a great organization. 
 
Respectfully, 
Cecil Smith 
Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Nebraska 
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