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I recently was given a book for some research I was doing 

on Cryptic Masonry in New Hampshire. The book also contained a 

history of Templary in the state and I thought it would be worth 

sharing some of the interesting points with you. I figured what 

better a time than the “dog days” of summer, when the craft tends 

to slip from our minds. Just for reference the book is titled, 

Chapters, Councils, Commanderies and Scottish Rite in New 

Hampshire by H.M. Cheney, P:. G:. M:. published in 1935. 

One of the first notes from the book talks to the term used to 

reference what we now call commandries, at the time they were 

referred to as encampments. Now the only body that uses that term 

is the Grand Encampment. Also of interest, at the time of the 

publishing the local templar bodies were not numbered. While this 

doesn’t seem that unusual given our blue lodge brethren from 

Massachusetts still don’t number their lodges, New Hampshire was 

the only templar jurisdiction to not number their commandries. 

This could cause some confusion, as some of them moved from 

their original location and it may be difficult to determine if they 

are of the same lineage. 

One of these such cases, is Trinity Commandery (or 

encampment at the time) was first chartered in Hanover in 1824 by 

the encampment in Boston. As many readers may recognize, 

Trinity is now located in Manchester and has been designated as 

Trinity Commandery No.1. At this time, I have not yet been able to 

determine when the numbers were added to the bodies. What is 

known, is that during the 1830s masonry and Templary faced one 

of its most challenging times with the rise of the Anti-Masonic 

political party (this was the first time a third party was established 

in the US). The party was born from the public outrage centered 

around the Morgan Affair and nearly wiped out masonry in our 

 

 

State. It was at this time that Trinity in Hanover stopped meeting, 

until some surviving members met in Manchester in 1851 to 

petition the General Grand Encampment to revive their charter. As 

we all know, commandery did survive and came out from that dark 

period to be reborn as we know today. 

 New Hampshire has had many prominent roles in the 

establishment and history of the Grand Encampment. In 1816, 

Thomas Smith Webb (who starter his masonic career in Keene) was 

named the first Deputy General Grand Master. In 1826, Jonathan 

Nye and Joseph White were in attendance at the third triennial, the 

latter being the proxy for John Harris. Both men would be elected 

to serve the General Grand Encampment, Nye as the Deputy 

General Grand Master and White as the General Grand Senior 

Warden. Three years later, with the death of DeWitt Clinton, Nye 

was elected General Grand Master and would be reelected at the 

1832 triennial. For point of reference, Jonathan Nye is the name 

sake for the recently established Grand Commandery Service medal 

established by our REPGC, SK P. Smith.  

There have been many others, Robert Smith of Portsmouth 

was elected General Grand Senior Warden in 1841 and in 1859 

Benjamin Brown French (who took his blue lodge degrees in King 

Solomon’s Lodge No. 14) was elected General Grand Master and 

again in 1862. The book points out that he served in this capacity 

through the entirety of the Civil War. 

Finally, I would be remiss if I did not mention the 

establishment of our own Grandy Commandery (or Encampment at 

the time) on June 13, 1826. Representatives from Trinity 

(Hanover), DeWitt Clinton (Portsmouth), and Mount Horeb 

(Hopkinton) met in Concord and agreed to establish the body 

having made petition to the General Grand Encampment. Our first 

Grand Master (as they were titled at the time), was none other than 

John Harris, the champion of the York Rite in New Hampshire. 

 There is much more, but space is limited. I hope this has 

sparked your interest to look deeper into our history of Templary! 

    IHS, 

  SK Patrick J. O’Sullivan, GCG – Editor  
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