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Dear Sir Knights and Brethren,  
 
In several of the Orders that we have conferred recently, I have 
been given the great honor of being able to knight many of our 
new Sir Knights. I cannot thank the Commanders of those 
Commanderies enough for allowing me such an honor. At 
those moments when given the floor at the end of these 
fantastic events, I have tried to impart one or two lessons that 
might be of benefit to these new soldiers of Christ. Since there 
are some other people there consistently, I have been trying to 
not bore them to tears saying the same thing each time, and 
there is a wealth of material for all of us to really consider. I 
would like to touch upon a few of the most important recurring 
themes here, as all 3,100 members are not attending these 
Conferrals of the Orders of knighthood.  
 
First, I have been assigning homework to the Sir Knights when 
they take the Order of the Temple. I have asked each of them to 
read the entirety of Psalm 115 to see the whole message of that 
which starts off: “Not for us, Lord, not for us, but to your 
Name be all glory given…” I thank those Sir Knights who have 
done this short reading and seen why this Psalm is so very 
important to understanding what it really means to be a Knight 
Templar.  
 

Next, another recurring theme has been to seek out the 
meaning of names used in degrees and Orders. If we think 
about each of the degrees and orders, delving into the names 
and meanings enriches the story even more. Remember that 
after your Third Degree you were told that you have received 
all Light that can be conferred upon you in a Lodge. This does 
not mean that you have all that you can get, but rather that you 
are now responsible to find the Light yourself. Finding good 
and true sources of knowledge is not easy. The internet is full 
of lies and half-truths that make the quest for true Light that 
glorifies God difficult.  
 
Finally, Sir Knights, I have been trying to get brothers to 
consider the sword with which we are obligated. When we 
discuss wielding our swords for defense of helpless individuals 
and the Christian religion, we are not talking about the poor 
pieces of iron in our scabbards. Our bodies are not strong 
enough to fight the real battles of ultimate good and evil. We 
are talking about the true sword of our faith. When I was 
younger, I had a friend who was a Jesuit priest and with whom 
I would respectfully and lovingly argue. The most profound 
lesson he taught me was this: A faith untested is like a sword 
untempered, and it will break in the first battle. Faith, like iron, 
can be brittle, but if tested and beaten, it can be strengthened 
for great service to God and will not be destroyed. Test your 
iron, my brothers, so that it will be strong and not break. Test 
your faith with those brothers whose views are different so that 
you increase abilities for respectful social discourse that can 
lead the country and the world for Gods glory.  
 
Blessings to each and every one of you. If I can help you, 
please contact me at robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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