
           

 

FROM THE APARTMENT OF THE GRAND 

COMMANDER 
 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

Since my last article, we will have made several wonderful visits from West to 

East. This year’s DDGCs are doing an outstanding job in preparing 

accommodations, meal preferences and other details for Lady Sandy and 

me.  Exemplary job!!  

 

My July activities included attending the Annual Sessions of the Job’s 

Daughters, Rainbows and DeMolay, bringing them greetings on behalf of the 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Virginia.  Seeing the enthusiasm of 

these young men and women reaffirms the strength of each of these programs in 

preparing them to be the future leaders of our communities and nation. 

 

Future Events: 

The Annual Assembly of the York Rite Sovereign College at Oak 

Brook Illinois August 1st -5th. 
    

The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar in Indianapolis, IN 

August 15th - 22nd.  You will be well represented by the Grand Line 

Officers and our Grand Commandery Drill Team 
 

The Mid-Atlanta Department Conference in Crystal City, VA 

September 28th- 29th.  Every Sir Knight is eligible to attend any of the 

sessions which are valuable personally and professionally.  Registration 

for the training sessions is necessary and may be done through the 

Grand Recorder by using email or letter. 

          

Sir Knights who are the top-line signers of Petitions resulting in the conferral of 

the orders are eligible to receive shoulder cords from the Grand Commandery in 

recognition of their efforts.  A white shoulder cord recognizes three petitions, a 

silver cord for six, a gold cord for nine, a red cord for 15, a red and white  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

cord for 20 and varied colors continuing for additional recognition. 

Always have a petition with you! 

 

MOST Masons in Virginia are of the Christian faith but are not Knights 

Templar!!  Encourage them to continue their search for Masonic 

knowledge, complete their journey in the York Rite, share in a rich 

history, and become a Sir Knight today!! 

 

The Baldwin – Brown Fellowship ensures that future capitation increases 

by Grand Encampment are absorbed by the Grand Commandery rather 

than our Sir Knights.  The donation for the pin is $150.00 and for each 

additional $150.00 donation a diamond is added to the pin.   

          

In 1118 A.D., Knights Templar were protecting pilgrims traveling across 

Europe to the Holy Land.  (This bit of History we all know).  Moving 

forward to the early 1970’s, some of our Brother Sir Knights gave 

thought to what our ancient Templar Brothers had accomplished and 

wondered if they could do something to contribute to the further 

education of a few Christian Ministers.  The result, in 1977 the Holy Land 

Pilgrimage was born in Michigan and Kentucky. The former Grand 

Commandery sent six ministers and the latter one on a pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land.  Today the Grand Commandery of Virginia sponsors at least 

two ministers for the annual pilgrimage and with the advent of the new 

Holy Land Pilgrimage Award program, we will be able to increase that 

number to four. 

 

 

Sir Knights, I along with the Grand Officers wish each of you a happy, 

safe and relaxing summer!  Remember, we are at your service. If any of 

us can be of assistance in any way, we are just a phone call away.  I hope 

you do not hesitate to call upon us! 

 

In his Holy name, 

 

Courteously,  

 

 

Joel D. Ratliff, Sr.  

Grand Commander 

“This is the Cup” 
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