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Hello fellow Fraters. 
 I hope the month of August �nds you doing well.  With our Nation’s 
birthday celebration now passed, it is time to get down to business.  �is 
month I want to address Retention and Reinstatement.  �is is a subject that 
is rarely discussed in our Conclaves, but one that should be on the front burner 
of every Commandery and on the minds of all Sir Knights.  We all are respon-
sible for retention of our Sir Knights.  
 Now how are we going to accomplish keeping our Knights coming back 
and excited about our conclaves?  First and foremost, is we have to do good 
work and that means taking time to commit our work to memory.   Our 
uniforms need to be correct and complete.  Our Conclaves need to have 
substance.  Do you do education every Conclave and not just glazing over a 
subject and call it such. Does your Commandery �t into this mold?  If not, 
then maybe your Membership Chairman and Membership Committee which 
I have directed for each Commandery to appoint, along with your Education 
Chairman and his committee maybe need to look toward this course of action.  
 Next,  I want to address reinstatement.   If we do a good job of the things 
mentioned above, perhaps there would be no need to talk about reinstate-
ment, NPDs would disappear along with demits.  Do you know why Knights 
in your Commandery have chosen to not pay their dues, or why they decide to 
demit?   I for one believe there are many things for your Membership Com-
mittee to dig into.  Take a look at number 7 of the 10 Commandments of 
Knighthood and �nd out why many Knights have chosen to not follow this 
one.   �ose Knights Templars that battled in the Crusades followed number 
7 as have many who battled for our Countries freedom.   Wow the number 7.  
Search the relationship of the number 7 and see how it relates to Masonry and 
perhaps our order? 
 It is history time.  Do you know the 12 most well-known knights in the 
history of medieval Knights Templar which includes heroes, saints, traitors 
and even a pirate according to an article by Author A.A. Grishin.  I will give 
you the �rst one Hugues de Payens.  He is credited with being the �rst Grand 
Master of the Knights Templar.  He assured that the Knights Templar 

received support from those in control and that they reached the upper nobili-
ty of society, gaining the support of in�uential men of the cloth such as 
Bernard de Clairvaux during the beginning of Templar History.  Do you know 
who was considered the other principal founder of the Knights Templar?  
 Perhaps one of you will take the time to research these 12 well known 
knights and provide it to your Commandery one night for education.  You 
don’t have to be part of the Education Committee to do this just a desire to 
add more substance to your Conclaves.  Most can name Jacques de Molay, but 
what about the rest? 
 Before I end this one I am compelled to remind our Sir Knights to get 
behind our Charites.  As you all know we support the Minister to the Holy 
Land program.  I have set a goal of no less than 10 ministers to the Holy Land 
with the actual goal of 12.  �is is a lofty goal, but I know with each Knight 
working on it we can achieve this goal.   Our other charity is the Knights Tem-
plars Eye Foundation.  At the Southeastern Conference we had a guest speak-
er talk about the grant she received and what that money is doing to move her 
research forward.  �e money is being well spent and making a di�erence in 
the lives of those a�icted by eye disease or blindness.  Is your Commandery 
100% life sponsors?  What is it going to take to make that happen?  Does your 
Commandery have any or how many Grand Commander’s Club members?  
I ask that the blessing of our lord be with you and your families.  May your 
hearts be �lled with the joy and peace only God can grant. 

Yours in Faith and Christ our Savior, 

Ronald L. Parks, KYCH
Right Eminent Grand Commander

I had to �nd them, so I will share them.
~ Editor

 1. �e Knight was �rst of all a Christian soldier with unswerving faith
  in the Church;
 2. He must resolutely defend that Church;
 3. He must faithfully obey his feudal lord so long as that obedience
  did not con�ict with allegiance to the Church;
 4. He must love his country;
 5. He must maintain unrelenting war against the enemies of Christendom;
 6. He must never retreat from the enemy;
 7. He must keep his pledged word;
 8. He must be generous in giving;
 9. He must show pity for the weak, and steadfastness in their defence;
 10. He must at all times champion the good against the forces of evil. 


