
 
has all of the books and paraphernalia he needs. Make sure he 
knows the duties and responsibilities of any station or chair he is 
going to assume.  
 
  This year, the Grand Commandery Conclave will be held on 
Saturday, August 3rd at the Marriott Hotel and Conference Center 
in Normal, Illinois. There are several pieces of legislation to be 
covered which will have a direct effect upon the local 
Commanderies. Therefore, it is necessary that each Commandery 
be represented by the three Dias Officers and as many Past 
Commanders as possible. I look forward to meeting and talking 
with you during the session. The Illinois Chapter of Knights 
Preceptory (formally the Past Commanders Association) will be 
holding an initiation for all Past Commanders who are interested in 
becoming a member. There will also be a meeting of all 
Commandery Recorders with the Grand Recorder.  
 
  2019 is the one hundredth anniversary of the founding of the 
Order of DeMolay. The name taken from Jacques DeMolay who 
was the last Grand Master of the Ancient Templars. In 1919 Frank 
Sherman Land founded the Order with nine young men. From that 
has grown a worldwide organization in the millions, who have 
learned the cardinal virtues taught by the Order of DeMolay.  
 
  The Grand Commandery of Illinois extends its most hearty 
greetings upon the centennial celebration of this organization which 
has reached out and touched the lives of so many young men. Many 
of whom, have become members of the York Rite and most 
especially Knights Templar.  
 
 I would request that each Commandery in Illinois invite a local 
DeMolay Chapter to attend one of their Conclaves and put on the 
work. Or better still. support the Chapter by having them serve at 
your Inspection Dinner. It is up to us to show them that the Sir 
Knights of Illinois care. 
 
In the faith 
William J. Farris, Deputy Grand Commander 
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Sir Knights of Illinois: 
 
  I am pretty excited about summer finally getting here (rain and 
cold gone). Most of the Masonic bodies in Illinois go dark during 
the months of July and August, but there is still some pretty 
exciting work going on. Keystone Chapter No. 281 is hosting as 
Northern Illinois Grand Chapter Day at the Scottish Rite Building 
at. 383 Lake Street Bloomingdale, Illinois on August 10th. The 
day begins with registration at 8 AM followed by the 4th, 5th and 
6th degrees. Lunch, and the 7th degree. The event organizer is 
Chris Carter at 708-870-7639 and you can register on Eventbrite. I 
think they would be happy to see as many candidates and York 
Rite members as you can bring. This is also a great time of the 
year for your Commandery to organize a picnic or outing for 
members and non-members to get acquainted.    
 
  We were at a Grand Commandery meeting a while back and the 
subject of Grand Encampment membership jewels came up.  I was 
somewhat surprised that a couple of Sir Knights didn't know that 
Illinois Grand Commandery has a membership jewel. I know that 
there are probably many Sir Knights that are eligible for both. 
Accurate recording and reporting of 1st line signers is a high 
priority. They deserve the recognition they have earned. I would 
also like to follow up on a mentoring program that Past Grand 
Commander Enrique Unanue proposed several years ago. Similar 
to the Grand Lodge program, where the top line signer would 
escort his candidate thru his first year of Knighthood. For 
example, making sure he knows of all  the meetings and practices 
and that his attendance is very important, proper uniform attire, 


