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Greetings Sir Knights of Kansas! 
 
As Knights Templar, and as traveling Men, I encourage 

all to reflect as once done on:  
 

Matthew 5:14 which says “You are the light of the 
world…”  

 

Thus as you are toiling on your daily labors, traveling, 
teaching, and guiding others, while attending a Masonic or 
York Rite event, we are to be righteous and a light to others, 
living exemplary, as a light to the world.  

This Sir Knights, is how I believe we will maintain the 
dignity and trust of our fellow Knights, Masonic Brethren, and 
even our communities.  It is not a secret that we as Knights 
believe in the values of our Christian Order. We are to be 
recognized and often seen as leaders, mentors, and generally 
men of good character.     

As Knights we are often highly visible; in a Templar 
uniform, a tuxedo, or while simply living our daily lives… we 
are more often recognized as Christians, living by our knightly 
virtues.  We are often seen at Masonic events, proudly 
wearing our uniforms, performing an arch of steel, or simply 
escorting our own leaders and/or ladies.   We are also seen in 

our Lodges, and attending other Masonic or appendant body 
events.  We are also seen in the grocery store, at the gym, 
attending sporting events, and even at our church.  …and if 
you haven’t been told, other Masons, and the community 
alike, will be watching you, watching how you drive, how you 
act, and even how you speak to and treat others, whether 
you’re in your Templar Uniform or not, others are watching ~ 
remember, we are to be a light unto the world.   

      
Throughout my law enforcement career, I have tried to 

live by advice I was once given.  I believe truly great advice, 
applicable to my career, but just as applicable to each of us as 
Knights Templar.  The advice truly sounds simple, and it can 
be. The advice is to….   always do the right thing!  Think about 
that… while in uniform or not, in whatever we are doing, I ask 
you…. to always do the right thing! As each of us has been and 
will be… tried and when you are challenged, when temptation 
comes, when you’re traveling as a Knight, and even when no 
one is watching…  Always do the right thing!   

 

I would also remind you of the knightly virtues, our 
charity, and the acts we do for others are the tenants 
Templars are known for.  ~ Let’s strive to always do the right 
thing and be a light unto the world!   
 
(Written by Sir Knight Robert D. McClarty,  E:. Grand Generalissimo  
Of the Knights Templar of Kansas 

 
 
Sir Knight Jamie L. Carwell 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar of Kansas 
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