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J. William Riggs, Grand Commander 

Sir Knights, 

Are you a glass half full or a glass half empty kind of person? Do you look at 

the possibilities, or just see the challenges of a situation? Is your perspective a 

positive one, or do you generally dwell on the negatives you see around you? 

Although I try to be positive and look at what could be, I’m certainly guilty of 

letting the difficulties of a situation get me down. To get frustrated with 

inaction or the lack of vision from others and think, it’s not worth it. Without 

having all the facts or information, or without trying every possible solution, I 

have often formed an opinion, and that was the way it was going to be. From 

my point of view, or my perspective, things were only as I saw them. Well, 

when I do this, AND then gain new information, or learn all the facts, I must 

backtrack and acknowledge that my perspective was wrong. That I was only 

making things worse, not helping the situation at all. 

Sir Knights, I have experienced this exact situation several times in the past 

few months. Fortunately, not all of these were me jumping to conclusions and 

forming an incorrect opinion or perspective. Just recently I witnessed a York 

Rite Body that just four short years ago, was nearly given up on, and was on 

the verge of turning in its’ Charter, to not only survive, but thrive! To witness 

twenty, (20) members show up on a hot June evening, was uplifting to say the 

least. Yes, some were visitors, but fourteen, (14) of their own members were 

there. Elections were held and new officers were installed. Another 

Commandery was in that same predicament just two years ago, and now they 

are growing, and their new members are taking an active part.  

Now in neither of these cases, was the job easy, nor was progress always 

apparent, and the results always positive. But they each moved forward. And 

neither of these situations were turned around by one man, or even two. But it 

did take one or two to not give up. To continue to try, to persevere even during 

the difficult times.  

Sir Knights, there can always be something positive for us to work on, even in 

our most difficult situations. We should always look for these positive aspects 

and cultivate and nurture them. No, we may not be able to do everything, but 

we can, and should, do something. 

Sir Knights, lets look for the opportunities that difficult situations provide us 

and make the most of them. Let us resolve, that at our next meeting we will do 

something. Practice giving the signs, work on our sword and floor work. 

Maybe plan a meal, and just sit and fellowship. But do something.  

In that vein, one of our Sir Knights, (Greg Raque) has taken on a personal 

challenge to help raise funds for the Holy Land Pilgrimage Fund. He has 

designed a very attractive challenge coin that will be sold to assist in raising 

funds for sending a minister to the Holy Land. Look for it and support his 

vision. Only 300 will be made, and the cost is only $10.00. Order yours today 

from Jefferson Commandery!    

 Courteously, J. William Riggs, KCT, Grand Commander    

The following THANK YOU! to the Knights of Kentucky was received from 

Mike Anderson, our 2019 Holy Land Pilgrimage Participant. 

“In Israel, in order to be a realist, you must believe in miracles.” – David 

Ben-Gurion, Israeli Statesman 

How do I adequately thank the Knights Templar for sending this local minister 

to Israel on the pilgrimage of a lifetime? Each day was filled with historical 

and spiritual treasures revealed by the landscape of Israel as well as our 

knowledgeable tour guide of over 30-years, Ezra Eini. From the mountains of 

northern Israel, the Sea of Galilee & Jordan River to the mysteries of the 

rugged countryside in the Dead Sea region, all the way to the majestic tours of 

old Jerusalem and Bethlehem… each offered a rich reflection into Israel’s past 

while bringing it to a modern understanding. 

Since I have returned home, I have found unique ways to parcel-out this 

journey with my own congregation… from gaining new understanding 

concerning biblical items and places, to the five weeks of Sunday morning 

sermons complete with videos from the expedition, I was able to share with 

my church the deepest meaning possible: the truth about the lordship of Jesus 

Christ in its physical/historical context. A hearty ‘thank you’ to all the Knights 

Templar for sponsoring my pilgrimage to the Holy Land. I will forever have 

new perspective and remain grateful for your sacrifice that allowed me to 

participate on this amazing tour!    God bless!   Mike Anderson 

Mike is the Minister at Shiner Church of Christ near Corbin. 

Make plans now to attend the Grand York Rite sessions September 16-18 at the 

Embassy Suites in Lexington. Reservations by August 16 for special room rate. 
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