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Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 

in unity…  

 

As I reflect on the past year, and set sight on the coming year, I am 

faced with the critical importance of that phrase.  This passage is 

read to us in our Blue Lodge Degrees, but it is a reminder to all Sir 

Knights, everywhere.  It’s not just about the words as they are 

written and have been repeated numerous times.  It’s not even 

about the fact that we are to dwell together in unity, but it reminds 

us of a second lesson. 

 

As we have just finished our annual Conclave in Rochester, we are 

forcefully reminded that we are Masons first and always.   I 

remember the exhortations of so many Worshipful Masters I have 

seen over the years.  WB Jerry Olliver often reminds the Brothers 

of our Lodge that “If it wasn’t for Masonry, you wouldn’t be in my 

life”.  What a powerful force for change, for betterment, for the 

good of our society that Brotherhood is. 

 

All of us knelt at the Alter of Freemasonry.   We all took the same 

obligations at that alter, where we were bound by obligations which 

cannot be repudiated or laid aside, no matter the cause or reason.  

Do you remember kneeling there, that night or day, thinking to 

yourself, “what have I gotten myself into?”  I know that those 

thoughts, and others were going through my mind like a freight 

train that night. I knelt there with four other men, men who have 

stopped coming to Lodge, who have exited my life, for any number 

of reasons.  And I mourn their loss from my life. 

 

As Christian Masons, as Knights Templar, we look to the New 

Testament and to our Savior, Jesus Christ.  So many of his lessons 

parallel those of our Lodges, Chapters, Councils and 

Commanderies.  The problem is we don’t always listen to them.  

We often times forget the commandment of Jesus - “Love thy 

neighbor as I have loved you”.    We take that obligation at the 

Alter, we have that admonition in our Orders, and yet, we oft forget 

it, or ignore it.   

 

We can see petty rivalries, seeking for titles and improvement get 

in the way of our striving for what is best.  We all know that man – 

the one who is concerned with the outward, rather than the internal 

qualifications of the man.  The man who contributes to the chaos 

and strife that is prevalent in the world.  But we, as Knights, as 

Masons, should ever strive to rise above that, and look for what is 

the best for us, our families, the Fraternity and Order we love so 

much, and our society. 

 

My Brothers, at the beginning of our Templar year, let us always 

remember how good and pleasant it is to dwell in unity, and 

remember that “The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the 

greatest intention” – Kahlil Gibran 

 

 

In his name, and in your service 

Brian Dimatteo, KTCH 
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